The Old Man and the Sea
Andrew Testa
On Canada's exposed and windswept Novia
Scotia coast in small fishing communities like
the town of Sambro, a few experienced
fishermen are keeping alive the waning craft of
fishing for swordfish using harpoons. Sambro
is the home of Harold Hanneberry, or 'Mister
Swordfish' as he is known amongst fishermen
up and down the east coast. He holds a
number of undisputed records including the
harpooning of 202 swordfish without a single
miss and catching 40 of the temperamental
creatures in one day. He has been going to sea
since the age of 4 and is now pushing 99 quite literally a lifetime of fishing. Harold is a
dinosaur amongst fishermen, not least
because of his insistence on the superiority of
harpooning over line fishing.
The shift away from harpooning started way
back in the late 1950s with the invention of
nylon string which introduced large scale line
fishing into this specialised industry. With
hard-wearing nylon string the swordfishermen
started to bait their fish more efficiently. Lines
are laid over 30 to 40 miles with over 1,000
hooks which are in turn suspended off 10
metre long lines. After three or four hooks

there's a buoy and every 100 buoys a so called
'highflyer' carries a radio buoy that sends
signals back so the fishermen so they can find
their lines again. Even this way of working isn't
particularly efficient in catching these elusive
creatures but strict quotas are being observed
nowadays which makes much larger catches
problematic for professional fishermen.
The quotas date back to 1970 when
unusually high levels of mercury in swordfish
triggered a ban on all sale of the produce
across North America and different quotas
were brought in for those fishing with lines and
those who harpoon. Swordfish grow older than
many smaller species and being high up the
foodchain they ingest larger quantities of
mercury which are originally absorbed by algae
way down the chain. The quota system has
gone through a number of incarnations and
been tweaked many times over. It now seems
to be delivering the desired result - the return
of decent sized swordfish in the North Atlantic
and a fishing industry that is sufficiently
regulated to avoid the overfishing of the 1960s
when swordfish was a means to get rich for
some ambitious fishermen.

Traditionalists like Harold Hanneberry sitll
reckon that harpooning is not only a more
graceful way to hunt but also ensures that the
industry remains sustainable. Older swordfish
are usually found nearer the surface so
harpooned fish have already reproduced a
number of times before they are caught.
There's no 'collateral damage' with lots of
useless fish being pulled out of the sea just to
be thrown back in dead. And harpooned
swordfish is generally much fresher since the
fishermen use much smaller, nimbler craft to
track the fish and therefore can't go out as far,
thus making shorter trips and getting the fish
to the table much more quickly.
Andrew Testa went out onto the misty North
Atlantic with some of these stalwarts of
swordfish fishing to witness them at their craft
A full text by Christoph Scheuring is available
on request.
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The Deesie, a commercial
swordfishing trawler, sailing on a
calm Atlantic Ocean. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03498CAN
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The trawler Deesie, on a trip
commercial fishing for swordfish,
pulls up alongside another trawler in
calm waters in the Atlantic Ocean.
There are conflicting arguments as to
the health of the North Atlantic
Broadbill swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
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Dusk over the Atlantic Ocean during a
trip to catch swordfish onboard a
commercial trawler. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03506CAN
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From high above the deck, Hally
Henneberry points to the position of a
swordfish. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03525CAN
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Deck-Hands Kenny and Daryl stand
by as a swordfish is winched on
board their trawler. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03499CAN
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Deck-hands Daryl and Kenny try hook
a swordfish with gaffs before pulling it
on board for slaughtering. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03493CAN
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Deck-hand Daryl sleeps in his bunk
on board a trawler after a few days
hard work commercial fishing for
swordfish in the Atlantic Ocean. There
are conflicting arguments as to the
health of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03495CAN
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Deck-hand Jeff relaxes in the sun
during a commercial swordfishing trip
on the Atlantic Ocean. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03494CAN
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A deck-hand measures a swordfish in
order to estimate it's weight. A fish
cannot be kept if it is less than 41lbs
(18.5 kgs). There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03490CAN

The Old Man and the Sea Andrew Testa

www.panos.co.uk

A swordfish is hooked with gaffs
before it is pulled on board a trawler
for slaughtering. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03509CAN
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A swordfish, hooked on the longline,
appears just below the water's
surface beside the trawler. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03507CAN
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Charlie Johnson, captain of the
commercial swordfishing trawler the
Seneca. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03500CAN
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Charlie Johnson steers the Seneca
into the Atlantic Ocean on a trip to
catch swordfish, as deck-hand
Carlos, reflected in the window, coils
ropes on outside. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03488CAN
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Deck-hand Jeff sleeps on a galley
bench on board a trawler commercial
fishing for swordfish in the Atlantic
Ocean. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03496CAN
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Radio masts at the Sambro
Coastguard station.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03521CAN
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The crew pull a swordfish onboard
their commercial swordfish trawler.
There are conflicting arguments as to
the health of the North Atlantic
Broadbill swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03502CAN
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Charlie looks through a collection of
bolts and screws as he fixes a
problem with the engine on his
commercial swordfish trawler. There
are conflicting arguments as to the
health of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03501CAN
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Seneca crew members Cecivaldo
(left) and Luzenildo prepare to load
frozen squid, used for bait, into one of
the ships freezer holds. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03516CAN
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Deck-hand Kenny smokes a cigarette
at the back of the a commercial
swordfish trawler. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03504CAN
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Out at sea in the evening, deck-hand
Kenny checks all is in order as the
crew prepare to set out the fishing
line as they seek to catch swordfish.
There are conflicting arguments as to
the health of the North Atlantic
Broadbill swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03487CAN
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Katie sits on her horse outside her
grandfather's house.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03531USA

The Old Man and the Sea Andrew Testa

www.panos.co.uk

Harold Henneberry, 97 years old, and
regarded by many as the best
swordfish harpooner in Nova Scotia,
at his home in Sambro.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03537CAN
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Houses on the Atlantic shore in
Sambro.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03518CAN
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Lewie Hanneberry in his home-made
museum that he has filled with
models, photographs and artifacts of
his families exploits as
swordfishermen.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03523CAN
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The church in Bay Bulls. Local people
reported that when the Seneca, a
commercial swordfish trawler,
returned to harbour in 2011 after
being badly damaged in a hurricane,
it's Brazilian crew ran to this church
and prayed on the church steps.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03497CAN
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Charlie Johnson's cabin on board the
Seneca, a commercial swordfish
trawler. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03533CAN
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A picture of a model in swimwear on
a wall in the crew members quarters
on board the Seneca, a commercial
swordfish trawler. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03535CAN
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Swordfish being unloaded at Sambro
harbour. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03536CAN
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A rickety jetty at Sambro harbour.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03528CAN
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Carlos Camaroa da Rocha a crew
member on the commercial
swordfishing trawler the Seneca.
There are conflicting arguments as to
the health of the North Atlantic
Broadbill swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03512CAN
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Luzenildo Rodrigues das Neves a
crew member on the commercial
swordfishing trawler the Seneca.
There are conflicting arguments as to
the health of the North Atlantic
Broadbill swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
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Carlos Alves a crew member on the
commercial swordfishing trawler the
Seneca. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
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Fishermen (L-R: Kenny, Jeff, Daryl
and Charlie) on a commercial
swordfish trawler untangle a longline.
There are conflicting arguments as to
the health of the North Atlantic
Broadbill swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
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Fishermen bring in a longline during a
commercial fishing trip for swordfish
in the Atlantic Ocean. There are
conflicting arguments as to the health
of the North Atlantic Broadbill
swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
populations. On one hand it has been
claimed that conservation efforts
have seen fish stock make a strong
recovery so that it is now considered
a sustainable fish. The counter
argument is that not only are these
figures inaccurate, but much of the
data has been fabricated by vested
interests. The fish is caught using
long line and harpoon methods. The
minimum size for a fish to be kept is
41lbs (18.5kgs) but the damage
inflicted by longlines means that most
fish released back into the sea is
dead or will die. Furthermore, the
average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
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The Seneca makes it's way out into
the Atlantic Ocean at the beginning of
a trip to catch swordfish on the Grand
Banks. There are conflicting
arguments as to the health of the
North Atlantic Broadbill swordfish
(Xiphias gladius) populations. On one
hand it has been claimed that
conservation efforts have seen fish
stock make a strong recovery so that
it is now considered a sustainable
fish. The counter argument is that not
only are these figures inaccurate, but
much of the data has been fabricated
by vested interests. The fish is caught
using long line and harpoon methods.
The minimum size for a fish to be
kept is 41lbs (18.5kgs) but the
damage inflicted by longlines means
that most fish released back into the
sea is dead or will die. Furthermore,
the average size of fish caught
commercially has declined from
266lbs (120.5kgs) in 1961 to 88lbs
(40kgs) today. In 2012 1,485 tonnes
of fish were landed in Canada with an
export value (100% of Canadian
catch is shipped to the USA) of 10.6
million USD.
© Andrew Testa
Ref:ATE03492CAN

The Old Man and the Sea Andrew Testa

www.panos.co.uk

Mist shrouds a pine forest near
Sambro.
© Andrew Testa
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