Brick by Brick
Chris de Bode
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude earthquake
struck central Nepal with Gorkha District at the
epicentre, causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A powerful
aftershock on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many buildings on the
UNESCO World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost 9,000
people died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the three Royal
cities in the Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with around 80%
of the religious structures damaged. For the
survivors, the long process of clearing the
rubble and rebuilding their homes and their
lives now lies ahead. Without heavy moving
equipment much of the work is done manually,
often by women, who quite literally are
rebuilding brick by brick.
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'My name is Howri, I am 33 years old.
I help my family cleaning up their
house. I almost work for 5 days now. I
don't want any money, because it's
my family. We have to help each
other.' Many women living in
Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
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'My name is Howri, I am 33 years old.
I help my family cleaning up their
house. I almost work for 5 days now. I
don't want any money, because it's
my family. We have to help each
other.' Many women living in
Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
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'My name is Maya, 48 years old. I
work for an organisation. I help
rebuilding a temple for Ganesh and
earn some money this way. My house
is completely destroyed so I live in a
camp. The tattoo on my arm is there
to sell after I die to enter Nirvana.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Maya, 48 years old. I
work for an organisation. I help
rebuilding a temple for Ganesh and
earn some money this way. My house
is completely destroyed so I live in a
camp. The tattoo on my arm is there
to sell after I die to enter Nirvana.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
Ref:CDB00806NEP
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'My name is Kamela, 36 years old. My
house was completely destroyed but
already cleaned up. Now I help my
neighbours cleaning up their house.
The bracelets I wear show that I'm a
married woman.' Many women living
in Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Kamela, 36 years old. My
house was completely destroyed but
already cleaned up. Now I help my
neighbours cleaning up their house.
The bracelets I wear show that I'm a
married woman.' Many women living
in Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Nini, 54 years old. I'm
busy cleaning my house. The walls
have collapsed and I am carrying the
bricks to the front. We have a farm a
few kilometres from here. That's
where we stay right now. It will take
at least a year to rebuilt our home.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Nini, 54 years old. I'm
busy cleaning my house. The walls
have collapsed and I am carrying the
bricks to the front. We have a farm a
few kilometres from here. That's
where we stay right now. It will take
at least a year to rebuilt our home.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
Ref:CDB00811NEP
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My name is Shori, 46 years old. I live
in a camp. My house has collapsed.
It's too dangerous to enter my house.
The neighbouring buildings are to
unstable. I work for an organisation. I
help rebuilding a temple for Ganesh
and earn some money this way.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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My name is Shori, 46 years old. I live
in a camp. My house has collapsed.
It's too dangerous to enter my house.
The neighbouring buildings are to
unstable. I work for an organisation. I
help rebuilding a temple for Ganesh
and earn some money this way.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
Ref:CDB00809NEP
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'My name is Mehendi, 21 years old. I
used to live here but because of the
earthquake I moved in with relatives
somewhere else in Bhaktapur. We are
already cleaning up for more than a
month now. Today I help my parents
because I have a day off from my
studies in Public Health.' Many
women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
Ref:CDB00804NEP

Brick by Brick Chris de Bode

www.panos.co.uk

'My name is Mehendi, 21 years old. I
used to live here but because of the
earthquake I moved in with relatives
somewhere else in Bhaktapur. We are
already cleaning up for more than a
month now. Today I help my parents
because I have a day off from my
studies in Public Health.' Many
women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
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'My name is Barmila, 40 years old. I
clean up this house together with my
son to make some money. My house
is destroyed. I rent a small place. I get
support from the people I'm working
at right now. The owner of this house
is the principal of my sons school.
The bracelet I wear shows a lion's
head. I got it in return for a job I did
once.' Many women living in
Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
Ref:CDB00813NEP
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'My name is Barmila, 40 years old. I
clean up this house together with my
son to make some money. My house
is destroyed. I rent a small place. I get
support from the people I'm working
at right now. The owner of this house
is the principal of my sons school.
The bracelet I wear shows a lion's
head. I got it in return for a job I did
once.' Many women living in
Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Geeta, 22 years old. I
help my family cleaning up the house.
I almost work for 5 days now. I don't
want any money, because it's my
family. We have to help each other.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Geeta, 22 years old. I
help my family cleaning up the house.
I almost work for 5 days now. I don't
want any money, because it's my
family. We have to help each other.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
Ref:CDB00800NEP
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'My name is Mina, 48 years old. I was
at home alone when the earthquake
hit. Everything started to collapse. I
couldn't get out. It was impossible to
scream for help because I was in
shock. After three hours I was able to
call for help. Two boys from next door
heard my cry and called my daughter.
After securing the building people got
me out. Yesterday I cleaned my street
with my bare hands. I fell and hurt my
hand. Now I live in a tent behind my
house.' Many women living in
Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Subarna, 38 years old.
My house is totally destroyed. We are
going to rebuild it bit by bit. We start
with the ground floor and when we
have enough money we add another
floor. This way we can manage the
costs.' Many women living in
Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Howri, 38 years old. I am
cleaning up my house. I select the
bricks which we can be used again to
rebuilt. We sleep in a tent which we
set up inside our house.' Many
women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Milan, 30 years old. I'm
cleaning up our house. We lived
together here with 16 family
members. Now we all live in one tent
in a camp. Everybody is unharmed.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Shanti, 40 years old. I
lived together with 16 people in the
house I'm cleaning up. Now we all
live in one tent in a camp. Everybody
is unharmed. The ring I wear was a
gift from my husband.' Many women
living in Bhaktapur have joined forces
in the clean-up effort, working mainly
with their bare hands. On 25 April
2015 a 7.8 magnitude earthquake
struck central Nepal with Gorkha
District at the epicentre, causing
widespread destruction of property
and infrastructure. A powerful
aftershock on 13 May 2015 caused
further damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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My name is Mangal, 44 years old. I
am busy cleaning my house. I was
home during the eartquake but luckily
we got out. We live in a camp
together with six people in a tent.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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'My name is Maya, 50 years old.
There were 18 people in the house
when the earthquake hit. By a miracle
nobody was harmed. Now we rent a
house until our house is rebuilt.'
Many women living in Bhaktapur have
joined forces in the clean-up effort,
working mainly with their bare hands.
On 25 April 2015 a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck central Nepal with
Gorkha District at the epicentre,
causing widespread destruction of
property and infrastructure. A
powerful aftershock on 13 May 2015
caused further damage and loss of
life. Many buildings on the UNESCO
World Heritage list were also
damaged or destroyed. In all, almost
9,000 people died and almost 22,000
were injured. The city of Bhaktapur,
one of the three Royal cities in the
Kathmandu valley and home to the
world-famous UNESCO World
Heritage site of Durbar Square, was
badly hit with around 80% of the
religious structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
Date:20150717
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'My name is Komari, 32 years old.
Originally I come from Khotang which
is approx 250 km away from here. I
came to Kathmandu to look for a job.
The earthquake makes it more easy
to find work. Lots of house owners
look for helping hands. Right now I'm
busy carrying bricks to a construction
site. The owner is rebuilding his
collapsed factory. I support seven
family members at home. The
nailpolish I wear has my favorite
colour.' Many women living in
Bhaktapur have joined forces in the
clean-up effort, working mainly with
their bare hands. On 25 April 2015 a
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
central Nepal with Gorkha District at
the epicentre, causing widespread
destruction of property and
infrastructure. A powerful aftershock
on 13 May 2015 caused further
damage and loss of life. Many
buildings on the UNESCO World
Heritage list were also damaged or
destroyed. In all, almost 9,000 people
died and almost 22,000 were injured.
The city of Bhaktapur, one of the
three Royal cities in the Kathmandu
valley and home to the world-famous
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Durbar Square, was badly hit with
around 80% of the religious
structures damaged.
© Chris de Bode
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