Slab City
Hossein Fatemi
Heading south, past the Salton Sea where
farmland turns to dusty towns, following the
tyre tracks of trailers and camper vans deep
into the parched desert, a landscape of shabby
vehicles that have taken root in the ground
emerges. For years, a diverse group of people
have been drawn to the former US marine
base of Camp Dunlap, now known as 'Slab
City' after the concrete slabs left by the US
Army when it withdrew in the early 1950s.
Today 'The Slabs' is a free campsite and
alternative living community located near an
active bombing range in the Sonoran Desert of
Imperial County, California.
The population fluctuates between a few
hundred to a few thousand people, depending
on the season of the year. During the winter
months, the abandoned navy base becomes
an off-grid living community for as many as
several thousand campers. These seasonal,
temporary residents, known as
&quot;snow-birds&quot;, mostly live in their
RVs or squat in vacant structures. The
permanent dwellers, known as
&quot;Slabbers&quot; live here year-round. In
the summer months, temperatures can reach

almost 50C.
Many Slabbers come here to live rent-free
due to poverty and unemployment. Others,
however, come in search of the freedom that
comes with living completely off-grid in a wide
open desert environment. Without any sources
of fresh water, electricity or sewage treatment,
residents rely on solar panels and bathe in one
communal hot spring.
The Slabs is mainly known an alternative
community that features a community library,
social clubs, cafes and a sculpture garden.
Yet, with no rules or laws enforcement, some
squabbles have resulted in shootouts over the
years.
In many of the makeshift dwellings of the
permanent Slabbers, people exchange stories
about their previous lives; tales of social and
economic exclusion, of missed opportunities
and of deprivation. The wealth and glitter of
corporate America and industrial infrastructure
underpinning it couldn't be further away from
the scorched plains of the Sonora desert
where the Slabbers have retreated to create a
reality all of their own.
As America continues to promote a vision of

muscular nationalism and economic prowess,
hardship has pushed large numbers of
Americans into further to the margins; from
people fleeing their foreclosed homes to
dejected U.S. war veterans, the Land of
Opportunity seems to offer little consolation or
encouragement. The inhabitants in Slab City
have formed a tight community of like-minded
people who have all, for their separate
reasons, decided to escape the burdens of
modern life and move in an entirely different
direction to their fellow citizens.
Text by Atia Shafee
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22 year old Cyrus holding a BB Gun.
He was born and raised in San Diego.
His parents separated when he was a
child. His father was a Mexican
graveyard worker and his mother, a
Native-American. After they divorced,
Cyrus was raised in an all-woman
household. The day after he turned
18, he dropped out of high-school
and left home as he no longer wished
to follow his mother's rules. Spending
a couple of years on the road, he
finally found his place in Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles, in
December 2016. Josh (left), is from
Phoenix, Arizona, where he was a
construction worker before moving to
Slab City. Slab City, known as The
Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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Abandoned chairs and an old kitchen
appliance in Slab City, a squatters'
camp about 190 miles southeast of
Los Angeles. Slab City, known as
The Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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39 year old Connie with her face
painted. She says she was sexually
assaulted by adults as a child and
has been living in Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles, for almost
two decades. 'I could never cry.
When I got my dog, I got in touch
with my emotions and my memory
back from childhood. I don't have any
children so everything is different to
me. I view things sadder, yet,
everything is more beautiful with her.
Life has become bitter-sweet.' Slab
City, known as The Slabs, is named
for its areas of concrete where for
many years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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39 year old Connie rolling a joint. She
says she was sexually assaulted by
adults as a child and has been living
in Slab City, a squatters' camp about
190 miles southeast of Los Angeles,
for almost two decades. 'I could
never cry. When I got my dog, I got in
touch with my emotions and my
memory back from childhood. I don't
have any children so everything is
different to me. I view things sadder,
yet, everything is more beautiful with
her. Life has become bitter-sweet.'
Slab City, known as The Slabs, is
named for its areas of concrete where
for many years, since the military
based closed, people have parked
their RVs as they travel south for the
winter. There is also a permanent
community of 'Slabbers', around 200
people, who have established
themselves living free in the Sonoran
Desert where temperatures can reach
48 Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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The abandoned remains of vehicles in
the middle of Slab City, a squatters'
camp about 190 miles southeast of
Los Angeles. Slab City, known as
The Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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A man swimming in the hot springs of
Slab City, a squatters' camp about
190 miles southeast of Los Angeles.
Slab City, known as The Slabs, is
named for its areas of concrete where
for many years, since the military
based closed, people have parked
their RVs as they travel south for the
winter. There is also a permanent
community of 'Slabbers', around 200
people, who have established
themselves living free in the Sonoran
Desert where temperatures can reach
48 Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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Born and raised in Arizona, Mary
worked as a chef on a gambling ship
and then in a plant nursery. After 15
years in Florida, at the age of 64, she
travelled to Thailand before returning
to America. 'I came to the Slabs
because I don't have the money to
live in the city, it's too pricey. I'm
living here to save up and travel to
Thailand again.' Slab City, known as
The Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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Cornelia, 28, from Minnesota, uses a
punch bag in her dwelling at Slab
City, a squatters' camp about 190
miles southeast of Los Angeles. She
has been on the road, living in her van
since 2011 after leaving her family. At
first, she was staying at the Slabs
seasonally but around three years
ago, she finally settled. A year into her
permanent stay, she decided to
re-establish the Slab City library. Now
in Cornelia's private living space,
there is a games room, movie theatre,
bar, and hundreds of donated books.
She also paints and sells hand-made
jewellery and made a short video
about Slab City life on You Tube
where she has more than 3500
followers. 'One thing I hate about
going to the city is that I feel very
small and insignificant but here, I am
respected and allowed to have
control over my own life.' Slab City,
known as The Slabs, is named for its
areas of concrete where for many
years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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'77', one of the so-called 'Pirates' of
Slab City, a squatters' camp about
190 miles southeast of Los Angeles,
who has been living in the Slabs for
the past two years. Slab City, known
as The Slabs, is named for its areas
of concrete where for many years,
since the military based closed,
people have parked their RVs as they
travel south for the winter. There is
also a permanent community of
'Slabbers', around 200 people, who
have established themselves living
free in the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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Salvation Mountain created by the
artist and former resident of Slab
CIty, Leonard Knight, in Imperial
Valley desert near Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles. Slab City,
known as The Slabs, is named for its
areas of concrete where for many
years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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Mike is licked by his dog Zeus in Slab
CIty, a squatters' camp about 190
miles southeast of Los Angeles. Mike
spent three mopnths in jail for
possession before moving to the
camp. 'My dog suffered the worst.
He was taken away from me when I
was doing my time in jail. I tracked
him down and finally found him
couple months ago in Georgia. He is
almost six years old. When I got him
back, he had no teeth anymore. It
was frustrating being in jail. I am a
vegan and I didn't get any food
preference. Unless you have a
religious distinction, they won't
approve your dietary needs. I told
them I am of the religion of love and
light. I was on hunger strike for six
weeks. The moment I came into
acceptance, they let me go. My dog
is going to be famous one day; he
sings for me.' Slab City, known as
The Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
Date:20170425
Ref:HFA02342USA

Slab City Hossein Fatemi

www.panos.co.uk

A couple with their dog in an old
school bus which they have turned
into their home in Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles. Slab City,
known as The Slabs, is named for its
areas of concrete where for many
years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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Slab City, a squatters' camp about
190 miles southeast of Los Angeles.
Slab City, known as The Slabs, is
named for its areas of concrete where
for many years, since the military
based closed, people have parked
their RVs as they travel south for the
winter. There is also a permanent
community of 'Slabbers', around 200
people, who have established
themselves living free in the Sonoran
Desert where temperatures can reach
48 Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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Mike, a resident of Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles, reveals his
tattooed hands. Each design
represents different phases of his
growth. Slab City, known as The
Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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22 year old Rian Davis, with her guitar
in Slab City, a squatters' camp about
190 miles southeast of Los Angeles.
She is from Pennsylvania and has
been in the Slabs for a week. Slab
City, known as The Slabs, is named
for its areas of concrete where for
many years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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The Slab City, a squatters' camp
about 190 miles southeast of Los
Angeles, church. Slab City, known
as The Slabs, is named for its areas
of concrete where for many years,
since the military based closed,
people have parked their RVs as they
travel south for the winter. There is
also a permanent community of
'Slabbers', around 200 people, who
have established themselves living
free in the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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Washed bras dry in the sun at Slab
City, a squatters' camp about 190
miles southeast of Los Angeles.
Slab City, known as The Slabs, is
named for its areas of concrete where
for many years, since the military
based closed, people have parked
their RVs as they travel south for the
winter. There is also a permanent
community of 'Slabbers', around 200
people, who have established
themselves living free in the Sonoran
Desert where temperatures can reach
48 Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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Three elderly men playing poker at
the Oasis Cafe in Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles. Slab City,
known as The Slabs, is named for its
areas of concrete where for many
years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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ZZ finally established a permanent
residence in Slab City, a squatters'
camp about 190 miles southeast of
Los Angeles, in December 2016 after
hitchhiking all along the West Coast.
He now lives on 'Tank Road' which
ends at a a cistern, hence the name.
Dropping out of high-school in North
Carolina, at the age of 20 he joined
the forces and served in Japan. After
returning to the States, he married his
high-school sweetheart, however, the
relationship did not last and ZZ has
not seen his two children since the
divorce. 'I'm a red-neck, long hair
son of God from the South. My
mother was English. Once you have
kids, you lose everything else.' Slab
City, known as The Slabs, is named
for its areas of concrete where for
many years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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Rene, from Los Angeles, from where,
about six months ago, she relocated
to Slab City, a squatters' camp about
190 miles southeast of Los Angeles.
She now runs the Ponderosa which
provides hospitality for travellers who
intend to stay overnight or rent
short-term lodging. 'Being here is
truly living in the moment. I'm home
away from home.' Slab City, known
as The Slabs, is named for its areas
of concrete where for many years,
since the military based closed,
people have parked their RVs as they
travel south for the winter. There is
also a permanent community of
'Slabbers', around 200 people, who
have established themselves living
free in the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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Molly and her dog at Slab CIty, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles. She has
been living in the Slabs since April
2008, before that she had lived in
Chicago for 47 years. Slab City,
known as The Slabs, is named for its
areas of concrete where for many
years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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Mike and Lily with their dogs in Slab
CIty, a squatters' camp about 190
miles southeast of Los Angeles,
where they have been living since late
2015. Slab City, known as The Slabs,
is named for its areas of concrete
where for many years, since the
military based closed, people have
parked their RVs as they travel south
for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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Old trucks painted and restored by
the residents of Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles. Slab City,
known as The Slabs, is named for its
areas of concrete where for many
years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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20 year old Hannah smoking weed.
She was a carpenter when she left
her hometown, New York in January
2017. She arrived in Slab City in
February 2017 and after meeting her
boyfriend Zack, her one week stay
became longer. Hannah is the only
child and her family members are
scattered across the United States.
Her mother re-married a few years
ago and her father is marrying
another man in September and
Hannah will be walking him down the
aisle. 'I don't like the snow and cold.
I don't like the hot desert either. I
have read books on Buddhism and
they give me serenity. When I found
my dog, I was feeling lost and
confused so I named him Buddha.'
Slab City, known as The Slabs, is
named for its areas of concrete where
for many years, since the military
based closed, people have parked
their RVs as they travel south for the
winter. There is also a permanent
community of 'Slabbers', around 200
people, who have established
themselves living free in the Sonoran
Desert where temperatures can reach
48 Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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ZZ climbs out of the concrete cistern
after bathing in Slab City, a squatters'
camp about 190 miles southeast of
Los Angeles. ZZ moved to Slab City
in December 2016 after hitchhiking all
along the West Coast. He now lives
on 'Tank Road' which ends at a the
cistern, hence the name. Dropping
out of high-school in North Carolina,
at the age of 20 he joined the forces
and served in Japan. After returning
to the States, he married his
high-school sweetheart, however, the
relationship did not last and ZZ has
not seen his two children since the
divorce. 'I'm a red-neck, long hair
son of God from the South. My
mother was English. Once you have
kids, you lose everything else.' Slab
City, known as The Slabs, is named
for its areas of concrete where for
many years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
© Hossein Fatemi
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The library in Slab City, a squatters'
camp about 190 miles southeast of
Los Angeles. The library consists of
hundreds of donated books, a games
room and a bar. Slab City, known as
The Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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Ever since becoming disabled and
losing his job, Danny has been on the
road. He has now settled in Slab City,
a squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles, two years
ago. 'I have four drums. I also have
a Trek bike that has been in a Keanu
Reeves movie and in several music
videos. A lot of people find my beard
attractive, but I don't.' Slab City,
known as The Slabs, is named for its
areas of concrete where for many
years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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ZZ grooming his dog, Zilah. ZZ finally
established a permanent residence in
Slab City, a squatters' camp about
190 miles southeast of Los Angeles,
in December 2016 after hitchhiking all
along the West Coast. He now lives
on 'Tank Road' which ends at a the
cistern, hence the name. Dropping
out of high-school in North Carolina,
at the age of 20 he joined the forces
and served in Japan. After returning
to the States, he married his
high-school sweetheart, however, the
relationship did not last and ZZ has
not seen his two children since the
divorce. 'I'm a red-neck, long hair
son of God from the South. My
mother was English. Once you have
kids, you lose everything else.' Slab
City, known as The Slabs, is named
for its areas of concrete where for
many years, since the military based
closed, people have parked their RVs
as they travel south for the winter.
There is also a permanent community
of 'Slabbers', around 200 people,
who have established themselves
living free in the Sonoran Desert
where temperatures can reach 48
Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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McKenna Harmony Walker, 22, from
Utah. She moved to Slab City, a
squatters' camp about 190 miles
southeast of Los Angeles, just a
month earlier. Slab City, known as
The Slabs, is named for its areas of
concrete where for many years, since
the military based closed, people
have parked their RVs as they travel
south for the winter. There is also a
permanent community of 'Slabbers',
around 200 people, who have
established themselves living free in
the Sonoran Desert where
temperatures can reach 48 Celsius in
the summer and, while there is no
rent, there is also no water, electricity
or services. Slabbers are an eclectic
bunch often escaping poverty but
also holding in common the desire to
escape the rules and order of society
in what they like to call 'the last free
place on earth'.
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Graves in Slab City's cemetery. Slab
CIty is a squatters' camp about 190
miles southeast of Los Angeles.
Slab City, known as The Slabs, is
named for its areas of concrete where
for many years, since the military
based closed, people have parked
their RVs as they travel south for the
winter. There is also a permanent
community of 'Slabbers', around 200
people, who have established
themselves living free in the Sonoran
Desert where temperatures can reach
48 Celsius in the summer and, while
there is no rent, there is also no
water, electricity or services. Slabbers
are an eclectic bunch often escaping
poverty but also holding in common
the desire to escape the rules and
order of society in what they like to
call 'the last free place on earth'.
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