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In June 2012, US president Barack Obama
announced a radical new policy to deal with
one of the country's most vexing problems the presence of millions of undocumented
migrants living in the shadows but constituting
a vital part of the American economy. Named
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (or
DACA, in short), the legislation allowed people
who were brought to the US illegally as
children to apply for two-year, renewable
deferrals of deportation and to gain work
permits. At the time of the executive order's
launch the Pew Research Center estimated
that some 1.7 million people were eligible to
apply. Today, there are over 200,000 DACA
recipients working on the frontlines to meet
America's essential needs as the country faces
the Covid-19 pandemic. While these DACA
recipients have been putting their lives on the
line for their adoptive country, their right to
stay has come under threat. In 2017, the
Trump administration tried to end the DACA
programme but a Supreme Court challenge in
2020 decided that rescinding would be
unlawful. The incoming Biden administration
immediately moved to reinstate DACA. The

fate of undocumented migrants in the US,
thought to number around 10.7 million (or
3.3% of the population), remains a political
football at the whim of each incoming
administration. The American Dream and
Promise Act, a law which would give DACA
recipients legal status, was voted through the
House of Representatives in March 2021 but
could get stuck in the Senate which is evenly
split between Republicans and Democrats.
Karla Gachet and Ivan Kashinsky explored the
daily lives of undocumented migrants working
on the frontlines in Los Angeles, the epicentre
of the virus in California. Their project creates a
space to share their stories in their own words.
Not only are these people living with the
anxiety of bringing the virus home to their
families but, being undocumented, they are
putting themselves and their families at risk of
deportation. You can view a short multimedia
video about this story here.
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Alicia Sandoval, 31, at her home in
Upland. She loves Disneyland, she
has a season pass and sometimes
(before the pandemic) she would go
just to spend her evening there, with
company or on her own. Alicia
Sandoval, 31, is the Director of Health
Education at Park Tree Community
Center in Ontario, CA. "Currently, my
role at work during the pandemic is to
make sure that all of our chronic
disease patients have control of their
health in order to help prevent them
from getting the virus. I educate
chronic disease patients on how to
manage their medications, diet,
stress, and physical activity during
the time of the pandemic. I also
educate patients on the importance
of vitamins and face masks during
this time. My role was also to assist
with the creation and implementation
of all of the educational materials on
COVID-19 for patients and staff. I also
have assisted with new policies
created for COVID-19 and reduction
of exposure. I also assist with
managing our COVID-19 drive up
testing." She came to the USA when
she was 5 years old. Her family came
for a vacation to the USA and never
left. Her parents are also essential
workers and own a cleaning service
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granted the opportunity to obtain a
work permit to work legally. Prior to
DACA, I was working as an
independent contractor tutoring
children K-12 for a few years.
Simultaneously, I was working
cleaning houses and commercial
buildings with my family. Receiving
DACA meant I could finally work in
the medical field and was able to use
my degree that I worked so hard for."
She pursued a Masters degree on
Public Health with a concentration in
Community Health Education at
Concordia University, Nebraska.
During the program, she worked two
jobs in order to pay tuition since she
did not qualify for financial aid and I
did not want to get any loans. She
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and in May of 2019, she traveled to
Nebraska along with her parents, two
of her siblings, her boyfriend, and her
two nieces to walk proudly as a

Mexican DACA recipient. "My goal for
the future is to receive a doctorate in
Public Health and hold a leadership
position at a large organization so I
can help make a difference in people
in my community. I would like to
create health promotion programs at
a large scale to help people achieve
healthy lifestyles." Her family has
had a cleaning business "Sandoval
Janitorial Services" since she was
little girl. Alicia has always helped her
parents out in their business and the
job has helped her make money
through out her life. Because of the
pandemic, a lot of her parents
workers stoped coming to work
because they had no place to leave
their kids. Alicia had to step in and
helped them out to meet the
businesses demand. She works
Monday through Friday at the clinic
as Director of Health Education and
helps her parents with their cleaning
business on the weekends.
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Alicia Sandoval, 31, cleans an office
in San Bernardino. Her family has had
a cleaning business, 'Sandoval
Janitorial Services', since she was
little girl. Alicia has always helped her
parents out in their business and the
job has helped her make money
throughout her life. Due to the
pandemic, a lot of her parents' staff
stopped coming to work because
they had no place to leave their
children. Alicia had to step in and
helped them out to meet the
businesses demand and works at
their cleaning business on the
weekends. Alicia is the Director of
Health Education at Park Tree
Community Center in Pomona.
''Currently, my role at work during the
pandemic is to make sure that all of
our chronic disease patients have
control of their health in order to help
prevent them from getting the virus. I
educate chronic disease patients on
how to manage their medications,
diet, stress, and physical activity
during the time of the pandemic. I
also educate patients on the
importance of vitamins and face
masks during this time. My role was
also to assist with the creation and
implementation of all of the
educational materials on COVID-19
for patients and staff. I also have
assisted with new policies created for
COVID-19 and reduction of exposure.
I also assist with managing our
COVID-19 drive up testing.'' Alicia
came to the USA when she was five
years old. Her family came for a
vacation to the USA and never left.
Her parents are also essential
workers and own a cleaning service
and Alicia helps them out sometimes
as well. ''With Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) also came
being granted the opportunity to
obtain a work permit to work legally.
Prior to DACA, I was working as an
independent contractor tutoring
children K-12 for a few years.
Simultaneously, I was working
cleaning houses and commercial
buildings with my family. Receiving
DACA meant I could finally work in
the medical field and was able to use
my degree that I worked so hard for.''
She pursued a Masters degree on
Public Health with a concentration in
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Community Health Education at
Concordia University, Nebraska.
During the program, she worked two
jobs in order to pay tuition since she
did not qualify for financial aid and I
did not want to get any loans. She
was able to pay off tuition on her own
and in May of 2019, she travelled to
Nebraska along with her parents, two
of her siblings, her boyfriend, and her
two nieces to walk proudly as a
Mexican DACA recipient. ''My goal
for the future is to receive a doctorate
in Public Health and hold a leadership
position at a large organization so I
can help make a difference in people
in my community. I would like to
create health promotion programs at
a large scale to help people achieve
healthy lifestyles.''
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Alicia Sandoval, 31, with her family at
her parents' house in San Bernardino.
She says she is very close to her
parents and siblings who have
supported throughout her career,
helping her with money for tuition and
giving her rides to her college, 45
minutes away. She is the first one in
her family to go to college and is a
role model for her nieces and
nephews who look up to her. Alicia is
the Director of Health Education at
Park Tree Community Center in
Pomona. ''Currently, my role at work
during the pandemic is to make sure
that all of our chronic disease
patients have control of their health in
order to help prevent them from
getting the virus. I educate chronic
disease patients on how to manage
their medications, diet, stress, and
physical activity during the time of the
pandemic. I also educate patients on
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also to assist with the creation and
implementation of all of the
educational materials on COVID-19
for patients and staff. I also have
assisted with new policies created for
COVID-19 and reduction of exposure.
I also assist with managing our
COVID-19 drive up testing.'' Alicia
came to the USA when she was five
years old. Her family came for a
vacation to the USA and never left.
Her parents are also essential
workers and own a cleaning service
and Alicia helps them out sometimes
as well. ''With Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) also came
being granted the opportunity to
obtain a work permit to work legally.
Prior to DACA, I was working as an
independent contractor tutoring
children K-12 for a few years.
Simultaneously, I was working
cleaning houses and commercial
buildings with my family. Receiving
DACA meant I could finally work in
the medical field and was able to use
my degree that I worked so hard for.''
She pursued a Masters degree on
Public Health with a concentration in
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Education at
Concordia University, Nebraska.
During the program, she worked two
jobs in order to pay tuition since she
did not qualify for financial aid and I

did not want to get any loans. She
was able to pay off tuition on her own
and in May of 2019, she travelled to
Nebraska along with her parents, two
of her siblings, her boyfriend, and her
two nieces to walk proudly as a
Mexican DACA recipient. ''My goal
for the future is to receive a doctorate
in Public Health and hold a leadership
position at a large organization so I
can help make a difference in people
in my community. I would like to
create health promotion programs at
a large scale to help people achieve
healthy lifestyles.''
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Veronica Velasquez, 27, stands
beneath a tree where she rollerblades
at Perry Street Mini-park. ''It's taken
a toll on my mental health and my
mental well being. So that's why
lately I've been trying to take care of
myself, so I rollerblade as a self-care
workout.'' Dr. Veronica Velasquez,
27, works as a physical therapist at
Martin Luther King Community
Hospital in South Los Angeles. She
works with COVID-19 patients whose
strength and endurance have been
compromised. She lives with her
parents, who are high risk, and fears
she will bring the virus home. A lot of
times her patients have difficulty
getting out of bed or going to the
bathroom. Veronica's parents are
from the Philippines, but she was
born in Saudi Arabia and then moved
the United States when she was 11.
''What I do as physical therapist is
make sure these patients have the
strength and have the endurance to
go back home. Because the longer
they stay in the hospital the weaker
they get and the sicker they can get.''
''Sometimes these patients are so
weak that I'm literally carrying them
out of bed.'' ''It is frustrating when
the cases of Covid are increasing and
people aren't wearing masks, when
some of us, and a lot of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
and undocumented folks are taking
really careful measures to take care of
their families and the whole
community.'' ''The United States has
a long history of immigrants coming
here, especially the birth of this
nation, so it's a little bit hypocritical to
say immigrants don't belong.''
''While I don't think we have to prove
our worth, I think the undocumented
community has continually proven
our worth. There are incredible
essential workers that are fighting an
entire global pandemic. How can you
say we don't belong here, when we
are working so hard to heal this
countries community right now.''
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Veronica Velasquez, 27, works with
Angel Mendoza, a COVID-19 positive
patient, at Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Hospital. Dr. Veronica
Velasquez, 27, works as a physical
therapist at Martin Luther King
Community Hospital in South Los
Angeles. She works with COVID-19
patients whose strength and
endurance have been compromised.
She lives with her parents, who are
high risk, and fears she will bring the
virus home. A lot of times her patients
have difficulty getting out of bed or
going to the bathroom. Veronica's
parents are from the Philippines, but
she was born in Saudi Arabia and
then moved the United States when
she was 11. ''What I do as physical
therapist is make sure these patients
have the strength and have the
endurance to go back home.
Because the longer they stay in the
hospital the weaker they get and the
sicker they can get.'' ''Sometimes
these patients are so weak that I'm
literally carrying them out of bed.'' ''It
is frustrating when the cases of Covid
are increasing and people aren't
wearing masks, when some of us,
and a lot of Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and
undocumented folks are taking really
careful measures to take care of their
families and the whole community.''
''The United States has a long history
of immigrants coming here, especially
the birth of this nation, so it's a little
bit hypocritical to say immigrants
don't belong.'' ''While I don't think
we have to prove our worth, I think
the undocumented community has
continually proven our worth. There
are incredible essential workers that
are fighting an entire global
pandemic. How can you say we don't
belong here, when we are working so
hard to heal this countries community
right now.''
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Veronica Velasquez, 27, cuts
boyfriend Jacob Janairo's hair at his
parents' house in Chino Hills. Dr.
Veronica Velasquez, 27, works as a
physical therapist at Martin Luther
King Community Hospital in South
Los Angeles. She works with
COVID-19 patients whose strength
and endurance have been
compromised. She lives with her
parents, who are high risk, and fears
she will bring the virus home. A lot of
times her patients have difficulty
getting out of bed or going to the
bathroom. Veronica's parents are
from the Philippines, but she was
born in Saudi Arabia and then moved
the United States when she was 11.
''What I do as physical therapist is
make sure these patients have the
strength and have the endurance to
go back home. Because the longer
they stay in the hospital the weaker
they get and the sicker they can get.''
''Sometimes these patients are so
weak that I'm literally carrying them
out of bed.'' ''It is frustrating when
the cases of Covid are increasing and
people aren't wearing masks, when
some of us, and a lot of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
and undocumented folks are taking
really careful measures to take care of
their families and the whole
community.'' ''The United States has
a long history of immigrants coming
here, especially the birth of this
nation, so it's a little bit hypocritical to
say immigrants don't belong.''
''While I don't think we have to prove
our worth, I think the undocumented
community has continually proven
our worth. There are incredible
essential workers that are fighting an
entire global pandemic. How can you
say we don't belong here, when we
are working so hard to heal this
countries community right now.''
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Rosa Barrientos' mother and sister
share a moment at their home in East
LA. The Barrientos are a mixed status
family. Rosa Barrientos, 26,
migrated with her family from
Guanajuato, Mexico to the U.S. when
she was four years old. She never
talked with her parents about being
undocumented until she got a
scholarship in middle school to pay
for college but discovered she
needed a social security number to
accept it. When she graduated high
school the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program
was passed and she was admitted to
UC Santa Cruz. When she went to
orientation she realised her family
couldn't afford it so she enrolled in a
community college. This is when she
got involved with the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)
and it opened the doors to a new
reality of a life of activism. She
currently works for CHIRLA's youth
branch as the CA Dream Network
Northern Region Organizer, the
largest network of undocumented
students in California, organising
undocumented youth to not only fight
for the Dream Act but a
Comprehensive Immigration Reform.
During the pandemic she continued
her work making sure people
understood their tenant rights so as
to not get evicted during the
pandemic. She also organised DACA
recipients, getting together for early
morning vigils at different locations to
be visible to the community. She also
aided undocumented immigrants in
applying for disaster relief assistance
to get a 500 USD check. CHIRLA
assisted about 40,000 people in Los
Angeles and Orange County. She
says she was super shy growing up, a
closeted undocumented person, she
decided to share her own story and
heal all the trauma of hiding who she
was and feeling ashamed of her
heritage. Being an activist helped her
become 'unapologetically
undocumented', she wants to
continue building the road for new
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Rosa Barrientos and her sister
Samantha in East Los Angeles at her
home where they live with their
parents. She moved to Sacramento
for college and worked in DC for
CHIRLA, but came back to work in LA
this past January to be close to her
family. Rosa Barrientos, 26, migrated
with her family from Guanajuato,
Mexico to the U.S. when she was four
years old. She never talked with her
parents about being undocumented
until she got a scholarship in middle
school to pay for college but
discovered she needed a social
security number to accept it. When
she graduated high school the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program was passed and she
was admitted to UC Santa Cruz.
When she went to orientation she
realised her family couldn't afford it
so she enrolled in a community
college. This is when she got involved
with the Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA) and it
opened the doors to a new reality of a
life of activism. She currently works
for CHIRLA's youth branch as the CA
Dream Network Northern Region
Organizer, the largest network of
undocumented students in California,
organising undocumented youth to
not only fight for the Dream Act but a
Comprehensive Immigration Reform.
During the pandemic she continued
her work making sure people
understood their tenant rights so as
to not get evicted during the
pandemic. She also organised DACA
recipients, getting together for early
morning vigils at different locations to
be visible to the community. She also
aided undocumented immigrants in
applying for disaster relief asistance
to get a 500 USD check. CHIRLA
assisted about 40,000 people in Los
Angeles and Orange County. She
says she was super shy growing up, a
closeted undocumented person, she
decided to share her own story and
heal all the trauma of hiding who she
was and feeling ashamed of her
heritage. Being an activist helped her
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undocumented', she wants to
continue building the road for new
generations to continue the work.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures

Date:20200630
Ref:KGA00818USA

& Karla Gachet

www.panos.co.uk

Rosa Barrientos and her family
celebrate 4th of July. Rosa
Barrientos, 26, migrated with her
family from Guanajuato, Mexico to
the U.S. when she was four years old.
She never talked with her parents
about being undocumented until she
got a scholarship in middle school to
pay for college but discovered she
needed a social security number to
accept it. When she graduated high
school the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program
was passed and she was admitted to
UC Santa Cruz. When she went to
orientation she realised her family
couldn't afford it so she enrolled in a
community college. This is when she
got involved with the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)
and it opened the doors to a new
reality of a life of activism. She
currently works for CHIRLA's youth
branch as the CA Dream Network
Northern Region Organizer, the
largest network of undocumented
students in California, organising
undocumented youth to not only fight
for the Dream Act but a
Comprehensive Immigration Reform.
During the pandemic she continued
her work making sure people
understood their tenant rights so as
to not get evicted during the
pandemic. She also organised DACA
recipients, getting together for early
morning vigils at different locations to
be visible to the community. She also
aided undocumented immigrants in
applying for disaster relief assistance
to get a 500 USD check. CHIRLA
assisted about 40,000 people in Los
Angeles and Orange County. She
says she was super shy growing up, a
closeted undocumented person, she
decided to share her own story and
heal all the trauma of hiding who she
was and feeling ashamed of her
heritage. Being an activist helped her
become 'unapologetically
undocumented', she wants to
continue building the road for new
generations to continue the work.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Rosa Barrientos, 26, migrated with
her family from Guanajuato, Mexico
to the U.S. when she was four years
old. She never talked with her parents
about being undocumented until she
got a scholarship in middle school to
pay for college but discovered she
needed a social security number to
accept it. When she graduated high
school the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program
was passed and she was admitted to
UC Santa Cruz. When she went to
orientation she realised her family
couldn't afford it so she enrolled in a
community college. This is when she
got involved with the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)
and it opened the doors to a new
reality of a life of activism. She
currently works for CHIRLA's youth
branch as the CA Dream Network
Northern Region Organizer, the
largest network of undocumented
students in California, organising
undocumented youth to not only fight
for the Dream Act but a
Comprehensive Immigration Reform.
During the pandemic she continued
her work making sure people
understood their tenant rights so as
to not get evicted during the
pandemic. She also organised DACA
recipients, getting together for early
morning vigils at different locations to
be visible to the community. She also
aided undocumented immigrants in
applying for disaster relief asistance
to get a 500 USD check. CHIRLA
assisted about 40,000 people in Los
Angeles and Orange County. She
says she was super shy growing up, a
closeted undocumented person, she
decided to share her own story and
heal all the trauma of hiding who she
was and feeling ashamed of her
heritage. Being an activist helped her
become 'unapologetically
undocumented', she wants to
continue building the road for new
generations to continue the work.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200630
Ref:KGA00817USA

Daring to Dream Ivan Kashinsky & Karla Gachet

www.panos.co.uk

Ana Zamora stands by the White
Memorial Hospital, where she works,
in Boyle Heights. She is a Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
recipient and an essential worker.
Ana Zamora, 21, came to the United
States from Tijuana, Mexico, when
she was five. She is an administrative
assistant at the White Memorial
Hospital in the Diabetes department.
She is also a senior at Cal State LA
and a leader at her local church. She
leads a church band and is part of the
spiritual care of the hospital, in which
she visits families affected by
COVID-19 and prays. Her singing is
also transmitted throughout the
hospital. She is also a youth leader at
a Spanish-American Seventh Day
Adventist Church. Quotes: ''We
were the judges of this middle school
tournament and they were either
against or pro-immigration, that was
the whole debate. One of the
pro-immigration students ended up
saying, no, we need people to clean
our restrooms we need people here
to kind of serve us. I was so tempted
to say, 'I'm an immigrant. I'm here
being your judge.' It was surprising to
me that these kids had that
perspective and obviously I don't
blame them because they're just kids.
That's when I realized it is really
important for me to share my story,
so my friends and the people around
me know.'' ''The thing about worship
(singing) is that it usually carries the
message of love and hope. So if
people can receive that message and
understand that there are people
there who want to be part of their
family or support them, that's the
best.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
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Ana Zamora (white top) jams with her
band at the pastor's house where
they practice and records songs to be
uploaded to the internet for members
of the Spanish-American Seventh Day
Adventist Church. Ana is the leader
and singer of the band, which is
called G-sus. The other band
member include: Karen Zamora
(keyboard, her sister who is also a
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) recipient), Jaeson Hernandez
on Box and Austin Rodriguez on
guitar. Ana Zamora, 21, came to the
United States from Tijuana, Mexico,
when she was five. She is an
administrative assistant at the White
Memorial Hospital in the Diabetes
department. She is also a senior at
Cal State LA and a leader at her local
church. She leads a church band and
is part of the spiritual care of the
hospital, in which she visits families
affected by COVID-19 and prays. Her
singing is also transmitted throughout
the hospital. She is also a youth
leader at a Spanish-American
Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Quotes: ''We were the judges of this
middle school tournament and they
were either against or
pro-immigration, that was the whole
debate. One of the pro-immigration
students ended up saying, no, we
need people to clean our restrooms
we need people here to kind of serve
us. I was so tempted to say, 'I'm an
immigrant. I'm here being your judge.'
It was surprising to me that these kids
had that perspective and obviously I
don't blame them because they're
just kids. That's when I realized it is
really important for me to share my
story, so my friends and the people
around me know.'' ''The thing about
worship (singing) is that it usually
carries the message of love and
hope. So if people can receive that
message and understand that there
are people there who want to be part
of their family or support them, that's
the best.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
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Ana Zamora, Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipient,
sits on her bed beneath pictures of
women who she looks up to and
admires. Ana Zamora, 21, came to
the United States from Tijuana,
Mexico, when she was five. She is an
administrative assistant at the White
Memorial Hospital in the Diabetes
department. She is also a senior at
Cal State LA and a leader at her local
church. She leads a church band and
is part of the spiritual care of the
hospital, in which she visits families
affected by COVID-19 and prays. Her
singing is also transmitted throughout
the hospital. She is also a youth
leader at a Spanish-American
Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Quotes: ''We were the judges of this
middle school tournament and they
were either against or
pro-immigration, that was the whole
debate. One of the pro-immigration
students ended up saying, no, we
need people to clean our restrooms
we need people here to kind of serve
us. I was so tempted to say, 'I'm an
immigrant. I'm here being your judge.'
It was surprising to me that these kids
had that perspective and obviously I
don't blame them because they're
just kids. That's when I realized it is
really important for me to share my
story, so my friends and the people
around me know.'' ''The thing about
worship (singing) is that it usually
carries the message of love and
hope. So if people can receive that
message and understand that there
are people there who want to be part
of their family or support them, that's
the best.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
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Marivic Danino Grijalva, who works at
a nursing home. Working there has
shaped the way she reacted to the
COVID-19 pandemic. They had a
scare with one employee testing
positive and she felt this great
responsibility because to her its a
blessing to have a job which provides
for her family. ''If we are not willing to
sacrifice our social lives for the sake
of our residents, its just so selfish,
their lives literally depend on us.''
Grijalva, 24, works in the dinning
department at the nursing home. Her
mother was a single parent and went
to the USA looking for better life
leaving Marivic and her two siblings in
Mexico with their aunt. After a year,
her younger sister joined her mother
and a year later Marivic was able to
join her as well. During the time she
lived with her aunt in Mexico, Marivic
and her siblings were physically
abused. When she made it to her
mother's in California, she was forced
to live with her aunt who had abused
her for two years. At the age of 16
she had to leave home because she
couldn't take the physical, emotional
and psychological abuse that was
happening within her family. She
became pregnant of her boyfriend
and went to live with her in-laws. Her
mother and siblings all moved back
to Mexico and left her alone. Marivic's
ex also abused her and she felt
completely trapped with a little baby
and no papers to survive on her own.
She had suicidal thoughts but kept
going for her baby. When Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
passed and Marivic got her papers,
the first thing she did was to get her
driver's license and kick her ex out of
her life. To Marivic, DACA gave her
the freedom to survive on her own.
She now lives with her husband and
two kids.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Marivic Danino Grijalva is seen
through a window working at
MonteCedro Retirement Community
in Altadena. She works in the dining
department and since the pandemic
started, is in charge of bringing meals
to the resident's rooms. Working
there has shaped the way she
reacted to the COVID-19 pandemic.
They had a scare with one employee
testing positive and she felt this great
responsibility because to her its a
blessing to have a job which provides
for her family. ''If we are not willing to
sacrifice our social lives for the sake
of our residents, its just so selfish,
their lives literally depend on us.''
Grijalva, 24, works in the dinning
department at the nursing home. Her
mother was a single parent and went
to the USA looking for better life
leaving Marivic and her two siblings in
Mexico with their aunt. After a year,
her younger sister joined her mother
and a year later Marivic was able to
join her as well. During the time she
lived with her aunt in Mexico, Marivic
and her siblings were physically
abused. When she made it to her
mother's in California, she was forced
to live with her aunt who had abused
her for two years. At the age of 16
she had to leave home because she
couldn't take the physical, emotional
and psychological abuse that was
happening within her family. She
became pregnant of her boyfriend
and went to live with her in-laws. Her
mother and siblings all moved back
to Mexico and left her alone. Marivic's
ex also abused her and she felt
completely trapped with a little baby
and no papers to survive on her own.
She had suicidal thoughts but kept
going for her baby. When Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
passed and Marivic got her papers,
the first thing she did was to get her
driver's license and kick her ex out of
her life. To Marivic, DACA gave her
the freedom to survive on her own.
She now lives with her husband and
two kids.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Marivic Danino Grijalva, 24, with her
children while home working
providing tech support online. She
juggles work and homeschool on the
days she is not working at the
MonteCedro Retirement Community
in Altadena. Grijalva works in the
dinning department at MonteCedro.
Her mother was a single parent and
went to the USA looking for better life
leaving Marivic and her two siblings in
Mexico with their aunt. After a year,
her younger sister joined her mother
and a year later Marivic was able to
join her as well. During the time she
lived with her aunt in Mexico, Marivic
and her siblings were physically
abused. When she made it to her
mother's in California, she was forced
to live with her aunt who had abused
her for two years. At the age of 16
she had to leave home because she
couldn't take the physical, emotional
and psychological abuse that was
happening within her family. She
became pregnant of her boyfriend
and went to live with her in-laws. Her
mother and siblings all moved back
to Mexico and left her alone. Marivic's
ex also abused her and she felt
completely trapped with a little baby
and no papers to survive on her own.
She had suicidal thoughts but kept
going for her baby. When Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
passed and Marivic got her papers,
the first thing she did was to get her
driver's license and kick her ex out of
her life. To Marivic, DACA gave her
the freedom to survive on her own.
She now lives with her husband and
two kids.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Gloria Itzel Montiela, 33, (yellow
dress) stands at the border of Mexico
and the United States with other
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) recipients in a trip she
organised to San Ysidro. Behind her,
Maydelli Mendoza performs a
spiritual healing on Basti Lopez.
Gloria says: ''A lot had happened
regarding DACA in the last two
months preceding the border visit,
legal victories and legal blows. When
I shared my own visit to my FB
groups for my US anniversary, it was
met with a lot curiosity and shock
because people didn't know we could
get that close. Also, Cristian (owner of
food truck) let me know that he didn't
know any other DACA recipients in
the area. At a time when things are so
uncertain for DACA recipients
(because of COVID, because of the
endless legal battle over DACA) and
everyone is so far apart (because of
COVID), we have to come together.
Few other people know what it's like
to have our lives turn into a political
rollercoaster. This trip was not about
politics. It was about creating
community and giving my fellow
DACA recipients the space to
overcome the fear or that the border
symbolizes for each one of them. It
was about getting them to reflect how
far they have come individually and
how far we've come as a
community.'' Gloria was a key figure
in working with the Orange County
Health Care Agency to allocate three
million dollars to address COVID-19
disparates impacting Latin families
across eight Zip Codes. Gloria is a
DACA recipient and an essential
worker who was born in the small
town of Coacoyula, in Guerrero,
Mexico. She migrated to the United
States at the age of eight and
navigated the education system as an
undocumented student. In 2005, she
became the first student from Santa
Ana High School to be admitted to
Harvard College, where she earned
her bachelor's degree in English and
American Literature and Language.
She later became the first
undocumented student to obtain a
Master of Education from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education and
the first undocumented student to
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obtain a Ph.D. from the Claremont
Graduate University. She currently
serves as Senior Grant Writer at the
AltaMed Institute for Health Equity
and has led the acquisition of more
than 18 million USD in grant funds for
community-led programs in public
health. Quotes: ''At some point I
decided I was going to go to Harvard.
I didn't know how or why. I don't
even know where I learned about
Harvard, but I decided 'that's what
I'm going to do'.'' '' told her I'm
going to go to Harvard, and she just
casually said, 'Girl, Mexican girls
don't go to Harvard'.'' (Gloria
remembers the conversation with a
friend from debate in high school)
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
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Gloria Itzel Montiel, 33, opens paper
flowers, which she will hang on her
car when she congratulates students
from Santa Ana High School for
receiving the scholarship that she
created. Gloria gave a thousand
dollars each to two students who won
the scholarship from the high school
she attended. She says: ''The two
scholarships were intended to honor
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
the
legacies of Mr. Bill Roberts (my
Date:20200724
high school English teacher) and Mr.
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Gerry Oxx, who influenced and
helped me to push through the
hardships associated with my
undocumented status. It was
because of them that I applied to
Harvard and it was their support that
helped me when in college.'' Gloria
was a key figure in working with the
Orange County Health Care Agency
to allocate three million dollars to
address COVID-19 disparates
impacting Latin families across eight
Zip Codes. Gloria is a Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
recipient and an essential worker who
was born in the small town of
Coacoyula, in Guerrero, Mexico. She
migrated to the United States at the
age of eight and navigated the
education system as an
undocumented student. In 2005, she
became the first student from Santa
Ana High School to be admitted to
Harvard College, where she earned
her bachelor's degree in English and
American Literature and Language.
She later became the first
undocumented student to obtain a
Master of Education from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education and
the first undocumented student to
obtain a Ph.D. from the Claremont
Graduate University. She currently
serves as Senior Grant Writer at the
AltaMed Institute for Health Equity
and has led the acquisition of more
than 18 million USD in grant funds for
community-led programs in public
health. Quotes: ''At some point I
decided I was going to go to Harvard.
I didn't know how or why. I don't
even know where I learned about
Daring
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Harvard, butto
I decided
'that's what
I'm going to do'.'' '' told her I'm
going to go to Harvard, and she just
casually said, 'Girl, Mexican girls
don't go to Harvard'.'' (Gloria

remembers the conversation with a
friend from debate in high school)
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Gloria Itzel Montiel accepts a bag
from her grandmother after delivering
food to her with her brother, Israel,
while assisting families in need during
the pandemic in Santa Ana. The bag
from her grandmother was for
Gloria's mother. Gloria was a key
figure in working with the Orange
County Health Care Agency to
allocate three million dollars to
address COVID-19 disparates
impacting Latin families across eight
Zip Codes. Gloria is a Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
recipient and an essential worker who
was born in the small town of
Coacoyula, in Guerrero, Mexico. She
migrated to the United States at the
age of eight and navigated the
education system as an
undocumented student. In 2005, she
became the first student from Santa
Ana High School to be admitted to
Harvard College, where she earned
her bachelor's degree in English and
American Literature and Language.
She later became the first
undocumented student to obtain a
Master of Education from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education and
the first undocumented student to
obtain a Ph.D. from the Claremont
Graduate University. She currently
serves as Senior Grant Writer at the
AltaMed Institute for Health Equity
and has led the acquisition of more
than 18 million USD in grant funds for
community-led programs in public
health. Quotes: ''At some point I
decided I was going to go to Harvard.
I didn't know how or why. I don't
even know where I learned about
Harvard, but I decided 'that's what
I'm going to do'.'' '' told her I'm
going to go to Harvard, and she just
casually said, 'Girl, Mexican girls
don't go to Harvard'.'' (Gloria
remembers the conversation with a
friend from debate in high school)
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
Date:20200716
Ref:IKA01339USA

Daring to Dream Ivan Kashinsky & Karla Gachet

www.panos.co.uk

Jessica Garcia Garcia, 22, in her her
home in Los Angeles. When the
pandemic started Jessica was
attending UC Santa Cruz and had to
pack up her belongings and leave the
dorms to come back to her parents in
Los Angeles. After some hurdles
involving moving the family to a
smaller house in order to make rent,
she got a job at a grocery store to
help out her parents with their bills.
Her father had been laid off one of his
jobs and his hours got cut in half at
the other. She was afraid to work but
didn't have a choice because needed
to contribute to her family's economy.
Jessica came to the US when she
was six years old. Her father left
Mexico when she was six years old,
he came to visit when she was five
and her and her sister where scared
of him because they weren't growing
up with him. Her mother gave him
three choices: go back to the states
and forget we exist, come back and
live with us or send for us so we can
all live in the US. Her father sent for
them a month later and for Jessica
coming here was always about
reuniting with her dad. She learned
English very quickly and became an
honour student throughout middle
and high school. She currently
studies Sociology with a minor in
Education at UC Santa Cruz and her
goal is to become a mentor to
someone who is a first generation
student.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Jessica Garcia Garcia, 22, at her job
at a grocery store in Marina del Rey.
One of her jobs is to do 'quick shop'
for customers which involves
shopping for them and delivering the
groceries directly to their cars so they
don't have to come inside the store.
When the pandemic started Jessica
was attending UC Santa Cruz and
had to pack up her belongings and
leave the dorms to come back to her
parents in Los Angeles. After some
hurdles involving moving the family to
a smaller house in order to make rent,
she got a job at a grocery store to
help out her parents with their bills.
Her father had been laid off one of his
jobs and his hours got cut in half at
the other. She was afraid to work but
didn't have a choice because needed
to contribute to her family's economy.
Jessica came to the US when she
was six years old. Her father left
Mexico when she was six years old,
he came to visit when she was five
and her and her sister where scared
of him because they weren't growing
up with him. Her mother gave him
three choices: go back to the states
and forget we exist, come back and
live with us or send for us so we can
all live in the US. Her father sent for
them a month later and for Jessica
coming here was always about
reuniting with her dad. She learned
English very quickly and became an
honour student throughout middle
and high school. She currently
studies Sociology with a minor in
Education at UC Santa Cruz and her
goal is to become a mentor to
someone who is a first generation
student.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Jessica Garcia Garcia, 22, at her job
at a grocery store in Marina del Rey.
One of her jobs is to do 'quick shop'
for customers which involves
shopping for them and delivering the
groceries directly to their cars so they
don't have to come inside the store.
When the pandemic started Jessica
was attending UC Santa Cruz and
had to pack up her belongings and
leave the dorms to come back to her
parents in Los Angeles. After some
hurdles involving moving the family to
a smaller house in order to make rent,
she got a job at a grocery store to
help out her parents with their bills.
Her father had been laid off one of his
jobs and his hours got cut in half at
the other. She was afraid to work but
didn't have a choice because needed
to contribute to her family's economy.
Jessica came to the US when she
was six years old. Her father left
Mexico when she was six years old,
he came to visit when she was five
and her and her sister where scared
of him because they weren't growing
up with him. Her mother gave him
three choices: go back to the states
and forget we exist, come back and
live with us or send for us so we can
all live in the US. Her father sent for
them a month later and for Jessica
coming here was always about
reuniting with her dad. She learned
English very quickly and became an
honour student throughout middle
and high school. She currently
studies Sociology with a minor in
Education at UC Santa Cruz and her
goal is to become a mentor to
someone who is a first generation
student.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Gisel Villagomez, 33, the project and
contracting manager at 3K Apparel
Inc, her sister's garment factory. Gisel
is a Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) recipient and an
essential worker who came to the
United States from Mexico when she
was two years old. The factory has
produced of 100,000 masks and
85,000 reusable protective gowns
throughout the pandemic. When she
was 18, her mother and sister were
deported to Mexico. At that point she
had to drop out of college to pay the
bills. She was hiding in the house
during the ICE raid that took her
mother and says she has PTSD from
that incident, and often has
nightmares of ICE raids. She was
picked up by ICE and a bus took her
south towards the border. Amazingly,
the bus pulled over and she was
freed at the last minute. Although she
has DACA, she says she feels like she
is living in a cage, and the cage is the
United States. Gisel says it feels like
people on both sides shame her. The
conservatives say she shouldn't be in
the USA, and the undocumented
people feel jealous that she has a
work permit. Quotes: ''It was 2007
when they came to get my mom. I
was in my room. It was about six in
the morning. There was a loud bang
and my mom decides to answer the
door and my sister was with her. It
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
was
just a knock saying open up it's
Date:20200730
the police. All of us had just bought
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that house. That was crushing
because I was going to college and I
was helping my mom pay the
mortgage. So I had to drop out of
college to try and save the mortgage.
I wasn't able to. That still makes me
sad cause that was my mom's life
savings.'' ''Then they came for me.''
''It was a horrible experience (being
detained by ICE). Horrible in the
sense that they tell you that you don't
belong somewhere you've been all
your life and that no matter what you
do, nothing is good enough for this
country.'' ''DACA came on and there
was hope given to us, or a more
Daring
Dream
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empty hope.to
Thankfully
we were
given the right to work, but we can
never leave the country or slip up
because if we do we get kicked out.''
''I'm really grateful for DACA, but we

want more. I want more. Because I
deserve more. We deserve more.
We've taken care of this county long
enough. They can take care of us.''
''I would have nightmares. I would be
in my room or at a gathering and
suddenly there were a bunch of
agents walking in to the place where I
was at. And there was this horrible
feeling, like this is it. It's kind of like
you die. Because you have to let go
of everything you have here and you
just have to accept it.'' ''We're not
here stealing. We're not here doing
bad things. We're here just trying to
co-exist and make this trying to make
this a better place. And work, work to
try to reach a piece of that America
Dream, but sometimes it turns into a
nightmare.'' ''I'm married. We've
actually started my petition to get my
residency but lawyer is not very
encouraging. Because of my
deportation order that is still hanging
over my head. They can ask reopen
the case, but they can say Tony is
fine without me and they could deport
me.''
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Gisel Villagomez, 33, with her
husband, Tony Flores, 39, in their
house. She is the project and
contracting manager at 3K Apparel
Inc, her sister's garment factory. Gisel
is a Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) recipient and an
essential worker who came to the
United States from Mexico when she
was two years old. The factory has
produced of 100,000 masks and
85,000 reusable protective gowns
throughout the pandemic. When she
was 18, her mother and sister were
deported to Mexico. At that point she
had to drop out of college to pay the
bills. She was hiding in the house
during the ICE raid that took her
mother and says she has PTSD from
that incident, and often has
nightmares of ICE raids. She was
picked up by ICE and a bus took her
south towards the border. Amazingly,
the bus pulled over and she was
freed at the last minute. Although she
has DACA, she says she feels like she
is living in a cage, and the cage is the
United States. Gisel says it feels like
people on both sides shame her. The
conservatives say she shouldn't be in
the USA, and the undocumented
people feel jealous that she has a
work permit. Quotes: ''It was 2007
when they came to get my mom. I
was in my room. It was about six in
the morning. There was a loud bang
and my mom decides to answer the
door and my sister was with her. It
was just a knock saying open up it's
the police. All of us had just bought
that house. That was crushing
because I was going to college and I
was helping my mom pay the
mortgage. So I had to drop out of
college to try and save the mortgage.
I wasn't able to. That still makes me
sad cause that was my mom's life
savings.'' ''Then they came for me.''
''It was a horrible experience (being
detained by ICE). Horrible in the
sense that they tell you that you don't
belong somewhere you've been all
your life and that no matter what you
do, nothing is good enough for this
country.'' ''DACA came on and there
was hope given to us, or a more
empty hope. Thankfully we were
given the right to work, but we can
never leave the country or slip up
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because if we do we get kicked out.''
''I'm really grateful for DACA, but we
want more. I want more. Because I
deserve more. We deserve more.
We've taken care of this county long
enough. They can take care of us.''
''I would have nightmares. I would be
in my room or at a gathering and
suddenly there were a bunch of
agents walking in to the place where I
was at. And there was this horrible
feeling, like this is it. It's kind of like
you die. Because you have to let go
of everything you have here and you
just have to accept it.'' ''We're not
here stealing. We're not here doing
bad things. We're here just trying to
co-exist and make this trying to make
this a better place. And work, work to
try to reach a piece of that America
Dream, but sometimes it turns into a
nightmare.'' ''I'm married. We've
actually started my petition to get my
residency but lawyer is not very
encouraging. Because of my
deportation order that is still hanging
over my head. They can ask reopen
the case, but they can say Tony is
fine without me and they could deport
me.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
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Gisel Villagomez, 33, with her sister,
Patricia, who owns a garment factory.
Gisel is a Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipient
and an essential worker who came to
the United States from Mexico when
she was two years old. She is the
project and contracting manager in
her sister's garment factory, 3K
Apparel Inc. The factory has
produced of 100,000 masks and
85,000 reusable protective gowns
throughout the pandemic. When she
was 18, her mother and sister were
deported to Mexico. At that point she
had to drop out of college to pay the
bills. She was hiding in the house
during the ICE raid that took her
mother and says she has PTSD from
that incident, and often has
nightmares of ICE raids. She was
picked up by ICE and a bus took her
south towards the border. Amazingly,
the bus pulled over and she was
freed at the last minute. Although she
has DACA, she says she feels like she
is living in a cage, and the cage is the
United States. Gisel says it feels like
people on both sides shame her. The
conservatives say she shouldn't be in
the USA, and the undocumented
people feel jealous that she has a
work permit.
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
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Teissy Angel dyes her client Yvonne
Garcia's hair. Garcia, 52, who has
intellectual disabilities. Some of
Teissy's duties are to make sure all
her medical records are updated,
assisting her with money budgeting,
planning meals and grocery
shopping, among other things.
Teissy Angel, 25, was born in
Oaxaca, Mexico. Her parents brought
her and her identical twin to the U.S.
when she was five years old. She
remembers her first days in
Kindergarten understanding she was
different than the other students
because she didn't speak English.
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) gave her confidence, and the
ability to attend community college.
She is the current student president
at Southwest Community College and
also works full-time as an essential
domestic caregiver. For the past four
years, she has also worked with
people who have intellectual and
physical disabilities. She is also a
member of Chirla, the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights and its
youth program the California Dream
Network. When the pandemic started,
the hardest part about her job was to
find food for her client, as most of the
stores in the area had been emptied
by panicked people. She felt like she
had to expose herself more than she
wanted to by going into different
stores to get food and basic
necessities for her client.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200703
Ref:KGA00822USA

Daring to Dream Ivan Kashinsky & Karla Gachet

www.panos.co.uk

Teissy Angel plans doctor visits for
her client Yvonne Garcia, 52, who
lives with her daughter Marie, 37,
both have intellectual disabilities.
Some of Teissy's duties are to make
sure all Garcia's medical records are
updated, assisting her with
budgeting, planning meals and
grocery shopping, among other
things. Teissy Angel, 25, was born in
Oaxaca, Mexico. Her parents brought
her and her identical twin to the U.S.
when she was five years old. She
remembers her first days in
Kindergarten understanding she was
different than the other students
because she didn't speak English.
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) gave her confidence, and the
ability to attend community college.
She is the current student president
at Southwest Community College and
also works full-time as an essential
domestic caregiver. For the past four
years, she has also worked with
people who have intellectual and
physical disabilities. She is also a
member of Chirla, the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights and its
youth program the California Dream
Network. When the pandemic started,
the hardest part about her job was to
find food for her client, as most of the
stores in the area had been emptied
by panicked people. She felt like she
had to expose herself more than she
wanted to by going into different
stores to get food and basic
necessities for her client.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Teissy Angel works at the home she
lives in with her boyfriend juggling full
time work and school. Teissy Angel,
25, was born in Oaxaca, Mexico. Her
parents brought her and her identical
twin to the U.S. when she was five
years old. She remembers her first
days in Kindergarten understanding
she was different than the other
students because she didn't speak
English. Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) gave her
confidence, and the ability to attend
community college. She is the current
student president at Southwest
Community College and also works
full-time as an essential domestic
caregiver. For the past four years, she
has also worked with people who
have intellectual and physical
disabilities. She is also a member of
Chirla, the Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights and its youth
program the California Dream
Network. When the pandemic started,
the hardest part about her job was to
find food for her client, as most of the
stores in the area had been emptied
by panicked people. She felt like she
had to expose herself more than she
wanted to by going into different
stores to get food and basic
necessities for her client.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Teissy Angel waits in line at a food
bank to get food for her client Yvonne
Garcia. That day she went to two
different food banks to make sure
Mrs Garcia had enough food for the
weekend. Teissy Angel, 25, was
born in Oaxaca, Mexico. Her parents
brought her and her identical twin to
the U.S. when she was five years old.
She remembers her first days in
Kindergarten understanding she was
different than the other students
because she didn't speak English.
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) gave her confidence, and the
ability to attend community college.
She is the current student president
at Southwest Community College and
also works full-time as an essential
domestic caregiver. For the past four
years, she has also worked with
people who have intellectual and
physical disabilities. She is also a
member of Chirla, the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights and its
youth program the California Dream
Network. When the pandemic started,
the hardest part about her job was to
find food for her client, as most of the
stores in the area had been emptied
by panicked people. She felt like she
had to expose herself more than she
wanted to by going into different
stores to get food and basic
necessities for her client.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
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Teissy Angel takes out the rubbish for
her client Yvonne Garcia, 52, who has
intellectual disabilities. Some of
Teissy's duties are to make sure all
her medical records are updated,
assisting her with money budgeting,
planning meals and grocery
shopping, among other things.
Teissy Angel, 25, was born in
Oaxaca, Mexico. Her parents brought
her and her identical twin to the U.S.
when she was five years old. She
remembers her first days in
Kindergarten understanding she was
different than the other students
because she didn't speak English.
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) gave her confidence, and the
ability to attend community college.
She is the current student president
at Southwest Community College and
also works full-time as an essential
domestic caregiver. For the past four
years, she has also worked with
people who have intellectual and
physical disabilities. She is also a
member of Chirla, the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights and its
youth program the California Dream
Network. When the pandemic started,
the hardest part about her job was to
find food for her client, as most of the
stores in the area had been emptied
by panicked people. She felt like she
had to expose herself more than she
wanted to by going into different
stores to get food and basic
necessities for her client.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200702
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Osvaldo Ozuna, 27, collects trolleys
and baskets and then sanitises them
at Trader Joe's, a grocery store in
Santa Monica. Ozzy is Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
recipient and an essential worker at
Trader Joe's, a grocery chain, but his
true passion is filmmaking. Ozuna is
Mexican-American filmmaker born in
Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico. At
age ten, his family made the difficult
decision to migrate to the United
States due to the lack of financial and
educational opportunities in their
homeland. Santa Monica College
selected his first film, MUNECAS, for
production. It was while he was
finishing the film that his sister was
deported. MUNECAS became a
success, and went on to win several
awards in the midst of a divisive
political climate on immigration. Now,
Ozuna is finishing his second film,
called INK. ''All that experience with
feeling like I didn't truly belong with
the Mexican culture, the
Mexican-America culture, or
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
especially
the America culture,
Date:20200718
because
of who I was, it made me a
Ref:IKA01341USA
very observant and introverted
person. It created an interest in me in
trying to figure out what identity is
and what role culture has in shaping
our identity and who we become.''
''When DACA happened, it was a big
boost. Prior to DACA, I was working
at a couch factory. It was the only
thing I could get with no documents.
It was working long hours, less than
minimum wage and just being treated
like a work animal.'' Ozzie speaks
about the frustration about not being
able to attend the film festival in
which his own film own best student
film: ''That's when I realized, a lot of
us DACA recipients, our careers are
going, and this is no longer enough
for us. We have been here all our
lives. We've contributed in many
different ways. We deserve to be, if
not citizens, at least residents. We
deserve to live freely and enjoy the
careers we have chosen.'' Ozzie
speaks about the COVID-19
Daring
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pandemic: ''For
period of time
it
was very uncertain and scary
because I didn't know what the risks
were, my dad is diabetic. There are a
lot of people who would come in the

store and before all the regulations
and we knew how to deal with it, it
was really chaotic. There were
extremely long lines. Sometimes I
would be on my break and I would
get little panic attacks. Am I making
to little of this, am I making to much
of this, should I just be smart and
stay home.'' Ozzie speaks about his
nephews and niece as well as
separations at the border, the subject
of his new film, INK: ''We still have
the hope of reuniting them with their
mom soon. Because that was
something that was taken away from
them at such a young age and that no
kid should have to go through. It is so
sad to have seen that recently in such
a mass scale.''
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Osvaldo Ozuna (in white), 27, dances
with his niece, Brittany, 10, during a
Fourth of July celebration. Ozzy and
his parents took in his three nephews
and niece when his sister was
deported. He works with them to
foster their creativity as a way to deal
with the trauma of being separated
from their mother. Ozzy is Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
recipient and an essential worker at
Trader Joe's, a grocery chain, but his
true passion is filmmaking. Ozuna is
Mexican-American filmmaker born in
Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico. At
age ten, his family made the difficult
decision to migrate to the United
States due to the lack of financial and
educational opportunities in their
homeland. Santa Monica College
selected his first film, MUNECAS, for
production. It was while he was
finishing the film that his sister was
deported. MUNECAS became a
success, and went on to win several
awards in the midst of a divisive
political climate on immigration. Now,
Ozuna is finishing his second film,
called INK. ''All that experience with
feeling like I didn't truly belong with
the Mexican culture, the
Mexican-America culture, or
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
especially
the America culture,
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because
of who I was, it made me a
Ref:IKA01334USA
very observant and introverted
person. It created an interest in me in
trying to figure out what identity is
and what role culture has in shaping
our identity and who we become.''
''When DACA happened, it was a big
boost. Prior to DACA, I was working
at a couch factory. It was the only
thing I could get with no documents.
It was working long hours, less than
minimum wage and just being treated
like a work animal.'' Ozzie speaks
about the frustration about not being
able to attend the film festival in
which his own film own best student
film: ''That's when I realized, a lot of
us DACA recipients, our careers are
going, and this is no longer enough
for us. We have been here all our
lives. We've contributed in many
Daring
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different ways.
deserve to be,
if
not citizens, at least residents. We
deserve to live freely and enjoy the
careers we have chosen.'' Ozzie
speaks about the COVID-19

pandemic: ''For a period of time it
was very uncertain and scary
because I didn't know what the risks
were, my dad is diabetic. There are a
lot of people who would come in the
store and before all the regulations
and we knew how to deal with it, it
was really chaotic. There were
extremely long lines. Sometimes I
would be on my break and I would
get little panic attacks. Am I making
to little of this, am I making to much
of this, should I just be smart and
stay home.'' Ozzie speaks about his
nephews and niece as well as
separations at the border, the subject
of his new film, INK: ''We still have
the hope of reuniting them with their
mom soon. Because that was
something that was taken away from
them at such a young age and that no
kid should have to go through. It is so
sad to have seen that recently in such
a mass scale.''
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Osvaldo Ozuna (in white), 27,
watches fireworks with his family
during a Fourth of July celebration.
Ozzy and his parents took in his three
nephews and niece when his sister
was deported. He works with them to
foster their creativity as a way to deal
with the trauma of being separated
from their mother. Ozzy is Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
recipient and an essential worker at
Trader Joe's, a grocery chain, but his
true passion is filmmaking. Ozuna is
Mexican-American filmmaker born in
Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico. At
age ten, his family made the difficult
decision to migrate to the United
States due to the lack of financial and
educational opportunities in their
homeland. Santa Monica College
selected his first film, MUNECAS, for
production. It was while he was
finishing the film that his sister was
deported. MUNECAS became a
success, and went on to win several
awards in the midst of a divisive
political climate on immigration. Now,
Ozuna is finishing his second film,
called INK. ''All that experience with
feeling like I didn't truly belong with
the Mexican culture, the
Mexican-America culture, or
especially the America culture,
because of who I was, it made me a
very observant and introverted
person. It created an interest in me in
trying to figure out what identity is
and what role culture has in shaping
our identity and who we become.''
''When DACA happened, it was a big
boost. Prior to DACA, I was working
at a couch factory. It was the only
thing I could get with no documents.
It was working long hours, less than
minimum wage and just being treated
like a work animal.'' Ozzie speaks
about the frustration about not being
able to attend the film festival in
which his own film own best student
film: ''That's when I realized, a lot of
us DACA recipients, our careers are
going, and this is no longer enough
for us. We have been here all our
lives. We've contributed in many
different ways. We deserve to be, if
not citizens, at least residents. We
deserve to live freely and enjoy the
careers we have chosen.'' Ozzie
speaks about the COVID-19
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pandemic: ''For a period of time it
was very uncertain and scary
because I didn't know what the risks
were, my dad is diabetic. There are a
lot of people who would come in the
store and before all the regulations
and we knew how to deal with it, it
was really chaotic. There were
extremely long lines. Sometimes I
would be on my break and I would
get little panic attacks. Am I making
to little of this, am I making to much
of this, should I just be smart and
stay home.'' Ozzie speaks about his
nephews and niece as well as
separations at the border, the subject
of his new film, INK: ''We still have
the hope of reuniting them with their
mom soon. Because that was
something that was taken away from
them at such a young age and that no
kid should have to go through. It is so
sad to have seen that recently in such
a mass scale.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
Date:20200704
Ref:IKA01335USA
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Cristian Valentin, 26, feeding his
daughter. He used to work at an
Asian market in West Covina until
leaving due to COVID-19 safety fears.
He was in charge of stocking
products, running inventories, and
placing orders. He had worked at the
market for about six years and says
he got busier when the pandemic
started. On 23 June 2020, one of his
co-workers tested positive for
COVID-19. He was terrified he might
have contracted the virus because his
two year old daughter had Kawasaki
disease when she was a new born,
which puts her at high risk. Valentin
says the market was not prepared for
the pandemic and didn't enforce
health measures to protect costumers
and employees. He tested negative,
quit his job and is now actively
looking for another one. Cristian
Valentin came to the USA when he
was eight years old, from Michoacan,
Mexico. His mother told him they
were going to go visit his aunt in
California. He had no idea he was
going to cross over illegally or that he
would be separated from his mother
for a month. He remembers crying at
a 'coyote's' house in Tijuana thinking
he will never see his mother again.
After overcoming many obstacles in
school, he became an exceptional
student. A USC representative came
to his middle school and told him if he
kept up his good grades he would be
awarded a full scholarship. He
worked very hard to get straight A's
just to learn in his senior year that he
didn't have a social security and
couldn't get the scholarship. USC
offered him half the money but he
couldn't afford the other half. Around
that same time his father got injured
at work so Cristian started working at
the Asian market to help support his
family. His plan is to go back to
school.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200707
Ref:KGA00825USA
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Cristian Valentin, 26, at an Asian
market in West Covina where he
worked until leaving due to COVID-19
safety fears. He was in charge of
stocking products, running
inventories, and placing orders. He
had worked at the market for about
six years and says he got busier
when the pandemic started. On 23
June 2020, one of his co-workers
tested positive for COVID-19. He was
terrified he might have contracted the
virus because his two year old
daughter had Kawasaki disease when
she was a new born, which puts her
at high risk. Valentin says the market
was not prepared for the pandemic
and didn't enforce health measures to
protect costumers and employees.
He tested negative, quit his job and is
now actively looking for another one.
Cristian Valentin came to the USA
when he was eight years old, from
Michoacan, Mexico. His mother told
him they were going to go visit his
aunt in California. He had no idea he
was going to cross over illegally or
that he would be separated from his
mother for a month. He remembers
crying at a 'coyote's' house in Tijuana
thinking he will never see his mother
again. After overcoming many
obstacles in school, he became an
exceptional student. A USC
representative came to his middle
school and told him if he kept up his
good grades he would be awarded a
full scholarship. He worked very hard
to get straight A's just to learn in his
senior year that he didn't have a
social security and couldn't get the
scholarship. USC offered him half the
money but he couldn't afford the
other half. Around that same time his
father got injured at work so Cristian
started working at the Asian market
to help support his family. His plan is
to go back to school.
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200617
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A Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) recipient who works
at the BNSF Railway, Alejandro
Ortega Picon stands in the Hobart
Yard, where he works. Alejandro
came to the United States from
Guanajuato, Mexico, when he was 11
years old. His father started working
with drug dealers, unbeknownst to
his family, and stole some drugs from
the wrong people. He then took off.
When they came for Alejandro's
mother, she took her two sons and
fled to the United States. The two
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
boys
were told they were going on a
Date:20200805
vacation. At first he was bullied and
Ref:IKA01355USA
beaten up. He learned English by
watching cartoons and eventually
found his friends and his American
identity in high school. Alejandro
started college, but had to drop out
to support his family. DACA helped
him to find a job that allows him to do
so. Now, he works twelve,
sometimes fifteen, hour shifts as a
crane operator and driver for BNSF
Railway. When the pandemic hit,
business picked up at BNSF Railway.
Some people began to take time off.
Alejandro couldn't afford to do that.
He had to support his mother,
brother, and his girlfriend. It angered
him that a multi-million dollar
company could not supply their
employees with hand sanitizer and
masks. Alejandro recently found out
that one of his co-workers just died
from COVID-19. Quotes: ''Nobody
talks about how you got the goods to
your table. Nobody talks about how
your package arrived. We are the
people that move everything around.''
''A lot of people decide to take some
time off. I didn't, I have people
depending on me. I have my mom,
my brother and my girlfriend.'' ''It
was strange to not know what was
going on. All these people dying, all
these people getting infected, all
these people in quarantine and we
had to keep working.'' ''I was
wearing double gloves. I was wearing
double mask. I was wearing long
sleeves all day even when it was
Daring
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hot.'' ''You basically
have to be
in
the shadows. You basically have to
be kind of invisible so nobody notices
you. At the time I didn't know it was
being legal or illegal. I was just a kid.'

(Alejandro talks about being
undocumented) ''I don't know what
Mexico looks like anymore. The
United States has made me who I
am. I have spent my adult life here. I
don't see myself anywhere else.''

& Karla Gachet
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Alejandro Ortega Picon, 27, sits on
the couch with his mother, Maria
Luisa, 54, beneath a photo of his
mother at her house. A Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
recipient who works at the BNSF
Railway, Alejandro came to the
United States from Guanajuato,
Mexico, when he was 11 years old.
His father started working with drug
dealers, unbeknownst to his family,
and stole some drugs from the wrong
people. He then took off. When they
came for Alejandro's mother, she
took her two sons and fled to the
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
United States. The two boys were
Date:20200709
told
they were going on a vacation. At
Ref:IKA01337USA
first he was bullied and beaten up. He
learned English by watching cartoons
and eventually found his friends and
his American identity in high school.
Alejandro started college, but had to
drop out to support his family. DACA
helped him to find a job that allows
him to do so. Now, he works twelve,
sometimes fifteen, hour shifts as a
crane operator and driver for BNSF
Railway. When the pandemic hit,
business picked up at BNSF Railway.
Some people began to take time off.
Alejandro couldn't afford to do that.
He had to support his mother,
brother, and his girlfriend. It angered
him that a multi-million dollar
company could not supply their
employees with hand sanitizer and
masks. Alejandro recently found out
that one of his co-workers just died
from COVID-19. Quotes: ''Nobody
talks about how you got the goods to
your table. Nobody talks about how
your package arrived. We are the
people that move everything around.''
''A lot of people decide to take some
time off. I didn't, I have people
depending on me. I have my mom,
my brother and my girlfriend.'' ''It
was strange to not know what was
going on. All these people dying, all
these people getting infected, all
these people in quarantine and we
had to keep working.'' ''I was
wearing double gloves. I was wearing
double mask. I was wearing long
Daring
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sleeves all day
when it was
hot.'' ''You basically have to be in
the shadows. You basically have to
be kind of invisible so nobody notices
you. At the time I didn't know it was

being legal or illegal. I was just a kid.'
(Alejandro talks about being
undocumented) ''I don't know what
Mexico looks like anymore. The
United States has made me who I
am. I have spent my adult life here. I
don't see myself anywhere else.''
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Alejandro Ortega Picon walking with
his girlfriend, Stephanie Reinoso, at
the Los Angeles County Arboretum in
Arcadia. He says the fig trees and the
flowers of the gardens bring him back
to his grandmother's ranch in
Guanajuato. A Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipient
who works at the BNSF Railway,
Alejandro came to the United States
from Guanajuato, Mexico, when he
was 11 years old. His father started
working with drug dealers,
unbeknownst to his family, and stole
some drugs from the wrong people.
He then took off. When they came for
Alejandro's mother, she took her two
sons and fled to the United States.
The two boys were told they were
going on a vacation. At first he was
bullied and beaten up. He learned
English by watching cartoons and
eventually found his friends and his
American identity in high school.
Alejandro started college, but had to
drop out to support his family. DACA
helped him to find a job that allows
him to do so. Now, he works twelve,
sometimes fifteen, hour shifts as a
crane operator and driver for BNSF
Railway. When the pandemic hit,
business picked up at BNSF Railway.
Some people began to take time off.
Alejandro couldn't afford to do that.
He had to support his mother,
brother, and his girlfriend. It angered
him that a multi-million dollar
company could not supply their
employees with hand sanitizer and
masks. Alejandro recently found out
that one of his co-workers just died
from COVID-19. Quotes: ''Nobody
talks about how you got the goods to
your table. Nobody talks about how
your package arrived. We are the
people that move everything around.''
''A lot of people decide to take some
time off. I didn't, I have people
depending on me. I have my mom,
my brother and my girlfriend.'' ''It
was strange to not know what was
going on. All these people dying, all
these people getting infected, all
these people in quarantine and we
had to keep working.'' ''I was
wearing double gloves. I was wearing
double mask. I was wearing long
sleeves all day even when it was
hot.'' ''You basically have to be in
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the shadows. You basically have to
be kind of invisible so nobody notices
you. At the time I didn't know it was
being legal or illegal. I was just a kid.'
(Alejandro talks about being
undocumented) ''I don't know what
Mexico looks like anymore. The
United States has made me who I
am. I have spent my adult life here. I
don't see myself anywhere else.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
Date:20200812
Ref:IKA01359USA
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Alma's tattoos on her arms. One of
the 'Dreamer's' symbols is the
monarch butterfly which migrates
from Mexico to the US. She has a
tattoo of a hummingbird with butterfly
wings, two symbols of freedom. Alma
is a Health Worker linkage to Care
Coordinator in LA county. She has
worked throughout the pandemic
providing health services to the
community. As an essential worker
she is exposed to COVID-19 and
fears she will bring it home to her
family. She is grateful for Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
and yet says it is tiring that her future
is alway in limbo. Alma R., 37, came
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
to
the USA when she was six years
Date:20200724
old.
She hadn't seen her parents in
Ref:KGA00833USA
two years and that helped her get
through her journey up north. She
didn't understand why she has to
hide in the bushes, run and hide in
different cars, she thought once she
saw her parents everything was going
to be ok. During her senior year in
high school, a counsellor asked for
her Social Security number so she
could apply for college. She went
back home and her mother told her
she didn't have one and she realised
then she was undocumented. She
went back to the counsellor and told
him what her mother had said, he
then told her unfortunately she wasn't
going to be able to go to college like
her classmates and that she was
better off working with her mother at
a sweat shop. This hurt her, she felt it
was so unfair after all her efforts in
getting good grades. Fortunately,
another college counsellor came to
their school and told her she had
options. This experience made her
become aware and advocate for the
immigrant community. She mobilised
in college campuses and she
co-founded 'Dreams to be Heard' at
CSUN which helped her learn about
her rights regardless of status and to
remain strong for her family and
advocate for her and others in the
same situation. She believes DACA
passed because of the organised
Daring
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efforts of students.
To her DACA
has
always been bitter sweet because a
lot of her friends who organised to
make it pass didn't qualify for the
program. It also doesn't protect her

parents. She is currently a member of
the Transnational Feminist
Organization (AFIRM). She is thankful
to DACA but knows immigrants who
work hard everyday deserve better, a
program that is more inclusive and
that will not determine who is the
good or bad immigrant or who has
the right to exist.
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Alma with her family at her house in
Los Angeles. Alma is a Health Worker
linkage to Care Coordinator in LA
county. She has worked throughout
the pandemic providing health
services to the community. As an
essential worker she is exposed to
COVID-19 and fears she will bring it
home to her family. She is grateful for
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) and yet says it is tiring that
her future is alway in limbo. Alma R.,
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
37,
came to the USA when she was
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six
years old. She hadn't seen her
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parents in two years and that helped
her get through her journey up north.
She didn't understand why she has to
hide in the bushes, run and hide in
different cars, she thought once she
saw her parents everything was going
to be ok. During her senior year in
high school, a counsellor asked for
her Social Security number so she
could apply for college. She went
back home and her mother told her
she didn't have one and she realised
then she was undocumented. She
went back to the counsellor and told
him what her mother had said, he
then told her unfortunately she wasn't
going to be able to go to college like
her classmates and that she was
better off working with her mother at
a sweat shop. This hurt her, she felt it
was so unfair after all her efforts in
getting good grades. Fortunately,
another college counsellor came to
their school and told her she had
options. This experience made her
become aware and advocate for the
immigrant community. She mobilised
in college campuses and she
co-founded 'Dreams to be Heard' at
CSUN which helped her learn about
her rights regardless of status and to
remain strong for her family and
advocate for her and others in the
same situation. She believes DACA
passed because of the organised
efforts of students. To her DACA has
always been bitter sweet because a
lot of her friends who organised to
make it pass didn't qualify for the
program. It also doesn't protect her
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the Transnational Feminist
Organization (AFIRM). She is thankful
to DACA but knows immigrants who
work hard everyday deserve better, a

program that is more inclusive and
that will not determine who is the
good or bad immigrant or who has
the right to exist.
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Karina Pantoja sits on a couch she
just purchased with her father and
mother, Jesus and Ines, at their
apartment in Whittier. Karina Pantoja
was born in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico,
and came to the United States at the
age of nine. She works as a
Community Dental Home Coordinator
for Altamed. She coordinates the
appointments, works as an assistant
for the dentist and is instrumental in
communicating with Spanish
speaking patients and translating.
When the pandemic first started she
was switched to a COVID-19 testing
site. She worked there for three
months and everyday she would
return to her parent's apartment were
she lives. She is also responsible for
taking care of them, especially her
mother, who is high risk. Her mom
has kidney failure and diabetes.
During that time she was fearful she
would take the virus home to her
parents: ''I had a trash bag next to
the door. I'd undress and take off my
scrubs and then I would run to the
restroom and shower there.'' She
was able to help Spanish speakers at
the testing site: ''I speak Spanish. I
was able to communicate with that
part of the community. Some of them
were afraid and mislead. It was nice
to be able to help them and ease
down their anxiety.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
Date:20200723
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Karina Pantoja makes tamales with
her mother, Ruth, sister-in-law,
Yuliana and niece, Yanelle at her
parents' apartment in Whittier. Ruth
was teaching them how to make
tamales in the traditional way as they
make them in the Yucatan, with
Recado rojo, a red paste that's mixed
with chicken. Karina Pantoja was
born in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, and
came to the United States at the age
of nine. She works as a Community
Dental Home Coordinator for
Altamed. She coordinates the
appointments, works as an assistant
for the dentist and is instrumental in
communicating with Spanish
speaking patients and translating.
When the pandemic first started she
was switched to a COVID-19 testing
site. She worked there for three
months and everyday she would
return to her parent's apartment were
she lives. She is also responsible for
taking care of them, especially her
mother, who is high risk. Her mom
has kidney failure and diabetes.
During that time she was fearful she
would take the virus home to her
parents: ''I had a trash bag next to
the door. I'd undress and take off my
scrubs and then I would run to the
restroom and shower there.'' She
was able to help Spanish speakers at
the testing site: ''I speak Spanish. I
was able to communicate with that
part of the community. Some of them
were afraid and mislead. It was nice
to be able to help them and ease
down their anxiety.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
Date:20200816
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Karina Pantoja translates for Dr.
Lanchi Pham while patient, Rolando
Arevalo, visits with his son, Damien,
2, at an Altamed clinic in Santa Ana.
Karina Pantoja was born in Merida,
Yucatan, Mexico, and came to the
United States at the age of nine. She
works as a Community Dental Home
Coordinator for Altamed. She
coordinates the appointments, works
as an assistant for the dentist and is
instrumental in communicating with
Spanish speaking patients and
translating. When the pandemic first
started she was switched to a
COVID-19 testing site. She worked
there for three months and everyday
she would return to her parent's
apartment were she lives. She is also
responsible for taking care of them,
especially her mother, who is high
risk. Her mom has kidney failure and
diabetes. During that time she was
fearful she would take the virus home
to her parents: ''I had a trash bag
next to the door. I'd undress and take
off my scrubs and then I would run to
the restroom and shower there.'' She
was able to help Spanish speakers at
the testing site: ''I speak Spanish. I
was able to communicate with that
part of the community. Some of them
were afraid and mislead. It was nice
to be able to help them and ease
down their anxiety.''
© Ivan Kashinsky/Panos Pictures
Date:20200722
Ref:IKA01342USA
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Eli Cortes fixes a bathroom with his
father, Jose, at a house in Marina del
Rey. Eli lost his job at a restaurant
when the coronavirus pandemic
started and his father needed his help
on a project. Eli says people haven't
stoped calling his dad to come fix
things during the pandemic. He feels
they are putting their health on the
line but he also feels good to be an
essential worker and serve the
community. Eli Yhareth Cortes
Lopanze, 26, came to the USA when
he was almost two from the small
town of Tepiapulco, Mexico. When he
was young he wanted to be an
astronaut, he studied French,
accounting and finally decided to
study Political Science with emphasis
on Public Policy at Cal State
Northridge. He grew up in Korea
Town, and believes this country
should celebrate diversity. ''We are
stuck like in a prison because we
can't leave this country.'' Eli wants to
work in politics, eventually he wants
to become a governor, senator or
cabinet position ''I would love to be
president of the USA but I can't!'' If
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) ends and he sees there is no
future here for him, he would go back
to Mexico and pursue something in
politics over there. ''If they (US
government) don't want me here it is
their loss, we are overachievers,
extraordinary people and we give so
much to this country, we went to
school and we are trained.''
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200717
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Eli Cortes fixes a bathroom with his
father, Jose, at a house in Marina del
Rey. Eli lost his job at a restaurant
when the coronavirus pandemic
started and his father needed his help
on a project. Eli says people haven't
stoped calling his dad to come fix
things during the pandemic. He feels
they are putting their health on the
line but he also feels good to be an
essential worker and serve the
community. Eli Yhareth Cortes
Lopanze, 26, came to the USA when
he was almost two from the small
town of Tepiapulco, Mexico. When he
was young he wanted to be an
astronaut, he studied French,
accounting and finally decided to
study Political Science with emphasis
on Public Policy at Cal State
Northridge. He grew up in Korea
Town, and believes this country
should celebrate diversity. ''We are
stuck like in a prison because we
can't leave this country.'' Eli wants to
work in politics, eventually he wants
to become a governor, senator or
cabinet position ''I would love to be
president of the USA but I can't!'' If
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) ends and he sees there is no
future here for him, he would go back
to Mexico and pursue something in
politics over there. ''If they (US
government) don't want me here it is
their loss, we are overachievers,
extraordinary people and we give so
much to this country, we went to
school and we are trained.''
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200717
Ref:KGA00829USA
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Eli Cortes hikes to Eagle Rock in
Topanga National Park. Eli lost his
job at a restaurant when the
coronavirus pandemic started and his
father needed his help on a project.
Eli says people haven't stoped calling
his dad to come fix things during the
pandemic. He feels they are putting
their health on the line but he also
feels good to be an essential worker
and serve the community. Eli
Yhareth Cortes Lopanze, 26, came to
the USA when he was almost two
from the small town of Tepiapulco,
Mexico. When he was young he
wanted to be an astronaut, he studied
French, accounting and finally
decided to study Political Science
with emphasis on Public Policy at Cal
State Northridge. He grew up in
Korea Town, and believes this
country should celebrate diversity.
''We are stuck like in a prison
because we can't leave this country.''
Eli wants to work in politics,
eventually he wants to become a
governor, senator or cabinet position
''I would love to be president of the
USA but I can't!'' If Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) ends
and he sees there is no future here for
him, he would go back to Mexico and
pursue something in politics over
there. ''If they (US government) don't
want me here it is their loss, we are
overachievers, extraordinary people
and we give so much to this country,
we went to school and we are
trained.''
© Karla Gachet/Panos Pictures
Date:20200718
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